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Your weddi , Your style.

BallantyneJewelers.com  |  12335 North Community House Road, Charlotte, NC 28277  |  704-341-4242

LP2189/MR2453

http://BallantyneJewelers.com


Your Best Source for
Residential Real Estate.

Visit our offices today located in Eastover & South Charlotte!
704.342.1000 | dickensmitchener.com

ANDREA T. MARSH

704.255.5218

TAMMI BRADY

704.408.1500

VICKY MITCHENER

704.517.0177

MICHELLE DYMAN

704.998.7357

CATHARINE PAPPAS

704.661.2402

JOAN GOODE

704.953.3035

SALLIE PROUTY

704.651.5655

KATHY LANCASTER

704.534.5552

SARAH SZCZODROWSKI

704.877.3350

HEATHER MACKEY

704.661.0635

BCC | 5 Bed/4.1 | $825,000 
Contact Joan Goode at 704.953.3035

14932 JOCKEYS RIDGE DRIVE

Myers Park | 5 Bed/4.2 | $2,395,000 

2209 SHERWOOD AVENUE

Seven Eagles | 6 Bed/7.1 | $6,250,000 

9136 WINGED BOURNE

East Providence Estates | 4 Bed/2.1 | $550,000 

Contact Joan Goode at 704.953.3035

2523 EAST PROVIDENCE DRIVE

Pellyn Wood | 7 Bed/8.2 | $3,999,000 
Contact Karen H. Miller at 704.574.0580

5404 STONESTHROW COURT

Morrocroft Estates | 5 Bed/6.2 | $2,650,000 

Contact Vicky Mitchener at 704.517.0177

7501 MORROCROFT FARMS LANE

Contact Vicky Mitchener at 704.517.0177

Contact Isabel Roberts at 704.607.5560

EXCLUSIVE LISTINGS 

http://dickensmitchener.com


STAYBRIDGE SUITES CHARLOTTE BALLANTYNE

15735 Brixham Hill Avenue, Charlotte, NC 28277
704.248.5000  |  StaybridgeBallantyne.com

Experience a complete transformation of our suites,

designed with all of the essentials to make you feel at home.

DISCOVER A NEW LEVEL OF COMFORT

IN OUR RENOVATED SUITES

mention code renovation at booking

iscount.

Home
Suite

home

http://StaybridgeBallantyne.com


World-Class Brain & Spine Care 

In Your Corner Of The World

We Offer Treatment Of:

• Spine injuries & disorders

• Cerebrovascular disorders 

     (aneurysms, AVMs, stroke)

• Brain tumors

• Movement disorders 

     (Parkinson’s disease, etc.)

• Epilepsy

• Pediatric brain & spine disorders 

Our Ballantyne Office Features:

• Fellowship-trained neurosurgeons 

and physical medicine physicians

• On-site physical therapy 

department

• On-site X-ray and MRI

• Therapeutic spine injections

NextDaySpineCare.com   •   14135 Ballantyne Corporate Pkwy., Suite 100, Charlotte

Ballantyne • Charlotte • Rock Hill • Matthews • Concord • Huntersville

Mooresville • Greensboro • Burlington • Kernersville • High Point

The Ballantyne office of Carolina Neurosurgery & Spine Associates offers you a world 

of advanced brain and spine care that’s close to home. Our fellowship-trained physical 

medicine physicians and neurosurgeons can find the source of your problem and create 

a treatment plan to help you get back to living your life. 

You have a choice for brain and spine care. Choose a practice that has set the standard 

for neurosurgical care in this region since 1940.

Call 704-831-4300 

and schedule

your appointment today!

No Referral Needed
Unless required by your 

insurance plan

Next-Day Spine 

Appointments
At our Ballantyne office

Minimally Invasive Spine 

Treatment & On-Site PT
Return home the same day

http://NextDaySpineCare.com


(704) 540-4252

3420 Toringdon Way, Suite 310

AtenGarofaloDental.com

Make your appointment today

Spring Forward with a Confident Smile

http://AtenGarofaloDental.com


Advance Eyecare 
Associates 

Bad Daddy’s Burger Bar Ballantyne Center 
for Dentistry

Ballantyne Kicks Carmen! Carmen! 

Ballantyne Center 
for Dentistry

Carriage Fine Dry Cleaning

Advance Eyecare
Associates

Bad Daddy’s Burger Bar

True 180 Personal Training

Libretto’s Pizzeria

Nutrishop

The Cubbyhole

Ballantyne Kicks

Chef Kwo

Harris Teeter

McAlister’s Deli

Palm Beach Tan

The Olive Tap

Ditech Mortgage Corp

Jeff Genant Agency - State 
Farm

Ni Ni Nail Spa

Rite Aid Pharmacy

The UPS Store

Carmen! Carmen
Salon e’ Spa

Dickey’s BBQ Pit

Helen Adams Realty

Med Boutique  Medical 
+ Laser Spa

Pizza Hut

The Original Brooklyn 
Water Bagel Co.

Fox & Hound English Pub 

JJ’s Red Hots

Novant Medical Group

Supercuts

Zapata’s
Mexican Restaurant

Ballantyne’s Premier Shopping Center
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Visit us in the 
Ballantyne Commons 
Shopping Center, next 

to Harris Teeter

Randolph Rd. Office
2301 Randolph RD

Charlotte, NC 28207

Lake Norman Office
19826 N Cove Rd, Suite F

Cornelius NC  28031

Ballantyne Office
15235-J John J. delaney Dr

Charlotte, NC 28277

www.helenadamsrealty.com

HELEN ADAMS REALTY

Tracy & Lane Jones 
980-228-7598

The Gardens On Providence

3008 Blickling Drive
$800,000 /  MLS# 3217920

1405 Venetian Way Drive 
MLS #324335  

Providence Downs South

Ballantyne Country Club Bridgemill

11324 Ballantyne Crossing Ave.
$1,735,000  /  MLS# 3197421

Ballantyne Country Club

15441 Brem Lane
$799,000   /  MLS# 3213239

Ballantyne Country Club

Piper Glen

Christine Hotham // 704-607-2338

Katy Bradfield // 704-965-5968

Beth Leonard
704-858-2832

Highgrove

8429 Highgrove Street
$1,200,000 /  Coming Soon

Kelly Ellis // 704-236-0821

14533 Floral Hall
$765,000  /   MLS# 3243192

16109 Reynolds Drive
$520,000  /  MLS# 3171997

7307 Versailles Lane
$495,000   /  MLS# 3240761

11605 James Jack Lane
 POOL // Coming Soon

11604 James Jack Lane
ON GOLF COURSE // Coming Soon

10801 Lederer Avenue
$719,900   /  MLS# 3242205

11203 McClure Manor
$ 1,170,000 / MLS# 3241081

Ballantyne Country Club Ballantyne Country Club

UNDER CONTRACT

Ballantyne Country Club Ballantyne Country Club

http://www.helenadamsrealty.com


  

  

  

  

  

  

  

15 Wire 
Catch up on who’s doing what  

around Ballantyne.

31 Faces 

Meet a trio of intriguing  

local personalities.

50 Fab Fare 

Brazwells serves up sought-after  

sunset views, menu variety.

76 Expert Direct 

Squeeze in volunteer time with 

these life-management tips.

80 Escape 

Shimmering sands and shelling  

lure visitors to southwest Florida.

88 Who Knew?  
Have you seen these “electric 

riders” around Ballantyne? 

91 Social Seen 

From a film fest to charity balls,  

patrons enjoy the nightlife.

96 Creative Spark 
His father's letters inspired  

Ashley Davis to write a book.
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          HAYES

SELLING CHARLOTTE FOR OVER 30 YEARS!

Renee Bramlett

704.661.8315

304 HICKORY BARK COURT

Marvin Creek / 5 BR / 3.1 BA

MLS# 3217797 / $699,900

Maren Brisson-Kuester 

Team

704.287.7072

1380 SHINNECOCK LANE

Firethorne  / 5 BR / 5.1 BA

MLS# 3116432 / $954,500

9050 SUMMER CLUB ROAD

Highgrove / 4 BR / 3.1 BA

MLS# 3247073 / $775,000

Peggy Peterson

704.904.6279

The Ritchie Team

704.408.6918

14807 SYDENHAM COURT

Ballantyne Country Club / 5 BR / 5.3 BA

MLS# 3241619 / $1,595,000

11719 EASTHAMPTON CIRCLE

Bridgehampton  / 3 BR / 3.1 BA

MLS# 3181817 / $424,900

813 BEAUHAVEN LANE 

Chatelaine / 5 BR / 5.3 BA

MLS# 3215138 / $1,395,000

Lisa Rupp

704.560.4772

Maren Brisson-Kuester 

Team

704.287.7072

w w w . c c h r e a l t o r s . c o m

http://www.cchrealtors.com
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Olivia Pires 

models a 

playful spring 

look at Aloft 

Charlotte 

Ballantyne.

Photo by  

Mark Hanson.
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On the Cover 

Our Featured Contributors 
Reflect on Spring in Ballantyne

Nan Bauroth

A graduate of the Univer-

sity of Missouri School of 

Journalism, Nan Bauroth 

has been published in 

more than 30 magazines 

and websites. “To me, 

spring is synonymous 

with the resurrection 

of life, including in my 

garden in Ballantyne,” she 

says. “This year I am try-

ing something new — a 

temporary raised bed for 

my tomatoes.”

Whitley Adkins Hamlin

Wardrobe stylist, taste-

maker and personal 

shopper Whitley Adkins 

Hamlin has fond memo-

ries of a late-spring 

stay with girlfriends at 

The Ballantyne Hotel & 

Lodge. “We spent the 

most fantastic 24 hours 

at the hotel — sunning, 

bathing, spa-ing and 

drinking tasty beverages 

by the pool,” she says. 

“What a treat to have 

such a nice resort in our 

own backyard.”

Mark Hanson

Based in Charlotte and 

New York, Mark Hanson is 

a filmmaker and fashion 

and lifestyle photog-

rapher, who has been 

shooting professionally 

since the age of 16. His 

clients include Wrangler, 

Lowe’s Home Improve-

ment, Meineke, Moen and 

Britax. “My favorite thing 

to do in Ballantyne during 

the spring is to sit outside 

and have dinner at one of 

Ballantyne’s many restau-

rants,” he says.

Show 
Us Your 

Creative 
Spark!

What inventive thinking and 
expression are taking place in 
Ballantyne? Let us know! 

With help from Matt Olin and the 

CreativeMornings/CLT team — committed to 

showcasing Charlotte’s creative thinkers, makers 

and doers on a global level — we have a new 

Ballantyne feature called "Creative Spark!" 

See our first one on page 96 and think about 

submitting your entry.

From fine arts to education and creative 

business practices, we’d like to consider it 

all. Send a brief description (50 words or 

fewer) about your project or idea and any 

accompanying photos or imagery to Jodi at 

jgreenwald@ballantynemagazine.com.
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Valerie Mitchener

Owner/Broker

704-577-8200

Sharon YoxSiMer

704-819-2567

heather Bonner

704-756-1394

Suzanne caMpBell

704-609-7359

SteVen chaBerek

704-577-4205

traceY cook

704-236-1135

Mel ediger

704-904-2956

BarBara eSpoSito

704-564-4268

pattY hendrix

704-577-2066

WilkinSon-cochran

teaM

704-906-5747

lorraine harrell

704-890-5556

BrinleY huntleY

704-650-1193

anna Medica

704-620-2047

aMY SciBelli

704-577-1260

randY WatSon

704-517-9884

liSa Wilfong

704-909-5062

Margaret Wood

704-904-6022

StaceY Stolar

704-400-1539

Meredith toMaScak

704-806-7650

pandora daiSeY

704-650-3537

SherYl halloW

704-907-1144

704-552-9292   |   hmproperties.com   |   

SuSan MaY

704-650-7432

chriStY hoWeY

704-996-0484

lori cauthen

704-577-6876

http://hmproperties.com


E
ight years ago when I became 
a mother, my mom wrote me 
a handwritten letter. In it she 

expressed her hopes and dreams for me 
as I entered this new chapter of my life. 
“May you know what it means to love 
unconditionally and with all your heart, 
and may all this love you have to give 
be returned to you tenfold,” she wrote.

Unfortunately, my mom passed away 
three years ago from breast cancer. 
Therefore, when my sister became a 
mother this winter, my mom wasn’t here 
to write her a letter. Luckily, my mom 
was a believer in equal parenting. I 
knew, if she were alive, she would have 
written a similar letter to my sister.

So, with a little Photoshop help from 
an amazing person in our office (that’s 
you, Kat Carter!), I was able to transform 
my letter into one that had been “writ-
ten” for my sister. When I presented it 
to her the first time I met my new niece, 
the letter brought us both to tears. It 
was as if our mom had communicated 
with her from beyond the living. 

Ashley Davis discusses this tran-
scendent power of letter writing in our 
new Creative Spark feature on page 
96. In his new book, “A Life through 
Letters” (which he penned here in 
Ballantyne), Davis shares his father’s 
story by curating his dad’s letters.  

Each issue in Creative Spark we 
will highlight innovators, entrepreneurs 
and artists who enrich the Ballantyne 

community and beyond. Want to share 
your creative projects with our readers? 
Send an email to me at jgreenwald@
ballantynemagazine.com so that we 
may consider them for the magazine.

As we enter the spring season, I am 
excited to share with you the magazine’s 
newly refreshed design. Our goal was to 
give the text and imagery more breath-
ability, and we think SPARK Publications 
nailed it. Throughout this issue, you will 
notice increased margin sizes and white 
space and other small changes to empha-
size the magazine’s most significant ele-
ments. May this new design serve as a sub-
tle reminder to us all to make ample room 
in our lives for what’s most important.

While my mom is no longer 
here in person to continue sharing 
this parenting journey with me 
and my sister, her letter and many 
of her other legacies remain. 

Perhaps, taking a cue from my mom 
and Ashley Davis, you will pick up a pen 
today and write a special message to 
someone you love. It doesn’t have to be 
fancy. A simple, sweet message will do. 

Trust me, it will be cherished.

Jodi Werner Greenwald
Editor-in-Chief

E D I T O R ’ S  L E T T E R

Letter-Perfect
Messages from the Heart Transcend

“May you know what it means to love  
unconditionally and with all your heart, and may all  
this love you have to give be returned to you tenfold.”

– Lynn Werner (Jodi’s mom)
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9550 Community Commons Lane, Charlotte, NC 28277
844-754-5703  |  SolisBallantyne.com

FE ATURE S

spac ious k i tchens  |   s ta inless 

s teel  appl iances  |   s leek g ranite 

counter tops  |   French-door 

ref r igerators  |   k i tchen i s lands w ith 

bar seat ing  |   ter race balconies  

|   spac ious k i tchen pant r ies  |  

ceramic t i led showers  |   f u l l-s i zed 

W hir lpool ® washer & dr yer

S ERV ICE S

package conc ierge  |   “out of  tow n” 

ser v ices inc luding mai l  col lect ion , 

p lant water ing & cat feeding  |   maid 

ser v ice & personal t ra iner refer ra l s  

|   24 hour maintenance guarantee  |  

res ident event program  |   res ident 

advantage program 

AMEN I T I E S

enter ta ining k i tchen  |   gaming/

dining room  |   c lubroom  |   poker 

table  |   resor t-s ty le sa l twater pool  

|   pool s ide pav i l ion  |   landscaped 

cour tyard w ith f i re p i t 

|   g r i l l ing s tat ions & outdoor 

te lev i s ion  |   ex pans ive f i tness 

center  |   yoga & bar re s tudio   

|   Wel lbeats tm v i r tual  f i tness 

solut ions

In coveted Bal lanty ne,           

a col lec t ion of d i s t inct ly 

modern and g rac iously 

welcoming apar tment homes 

has emerged .  We’ve c raf ted 

these exq ui s i te ly des ig ned 

res idences for those who can 

recognize—and g rab—the 

good l i fe when they see i t . 

Int roduc ing Sol i s  Bal lanty ne. 

Become par t  of  something 

ex t raordinar y,  tour today.

http://SolisBallantyne.com


If you can squeeze it. We can freeze it.

CoolSculpting® is a revolutionary non-surgical treatment that 
freezes stubborn fat, which your body then eliminates naturally. It’s 
FDA-cleared and effective - and it’s CoolRenewal Spa’s specialty.

Areas We Treat:

Arm fat
Bra fat
Love handles

Double chin
Belly rolls
Inner and Outer thighs

Charlotte’s First & Only

SPA

No Needles  •  No Surgery  •  No Downtime
Beautiful Spa Setting  •  Permanent Results

CALL 704-543-2800 FOR A CONSULTATION TODAY.

Open Monday - Saturday      CoolRenewalSpa.com.
Located in South Charlotte and Lake Norman Areas

......It’s ALL we do!

http://CoolRenewalSpa.com


W I R E

At a Glance
What's happening in and around Ballantyne

Morrison Family YMCA Hosts Spring Events

T
he 13th Annual Run! Ballantyne race will take  

place on Saturday, May 20, in Ballantyne Corporate 

Park. The event supports the YMCA Annual

Campaign, which provides opportunities for children 

and families to participate in youth sports, summer 

camp, preschool, afterschool and other programs. 

The 8K will start at 7:30 a.m., the 5K at 

7:45 a.m. and the 1-Mile Fun Run at 9:15 a.m. 

Accompanying the events are food trucks, prize 

giveaways, music, kids’ activities and games. 

Register at www.runballantyne.racesonline.com;   

early bird pricing ends May 6. 

The Y will also stage its 16th annual charity 

golf tournament on Monday, June 5, at Ballantyne 

Country Club. The tournament benefits the Y 

Readers program and youth literacy. Tournament 

details: jessica.lindberg@ymcacharlotte.org. 

The 8th Annual Tri! Ballantyne on Saturday, July 15, 

marks the return of the outdoor triathlon for the 

adult division. Adults and kids ages 10 and older can 

participate individually or as a relay team. Info and 

registration: http://www.ymcacharlotte.org/events.aspx.
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News Clues 
Events, activities and more

Summer Camp 
Opportunities

Anne Springs Close Greenway: 

Parents of children ages 3 to 18 can 

register online for more than 50 

summer camps at Anne Springs Close 

Greenway in Fort Mill. Options include 

the popular “Adventure Seekers” 

outdoor day camp as well as specialty 

indoor and outdoor camps teaching 

everything from photography to 

mountain biking to rocket science. 

Details: www.ascgreenway.org.

Morrison Family YMCA: Indoor 

and outdoor, age-appropriate 

summer day camps range from 

sports to arts to themed activities, 

all focused on the achievement 

of friendship, accomplishment 

and belonging. Register at 

http://www.ymcacharlotte.org/

camps/day-camp.aspx.

Sports Connection: The Ballantyne 

location provides a choice of 

indoor summer camps for children, 

including Super Terrific Fun Camp 

that offers participants all the 

games and activities available at 

the facility, as well as a half-day 

option and Counselor-in-Training 

Camp. Details: 704-583-1444.

Breakfast Club Holds 
Spring Meeting 

The Ballantyne Breakfast Club will hold an 

April meeting to discuss changes in the area 

and future growth. The date of the meeting 

will be posted at the group’s website.

Free and open to the public, the  

club’s meetings are at The Ballantyne  

Hotel & Lodge on Saturday mornings 

at 9 a.m. Complimentary coffee and 

refreshments start at 8 a.m. Info:  

Ray Eschert at 704-651-1237 or  

www.ballantynebreakfastclub.com.

Museum Features 
Ballantyne Artist

“Charlotte’s Road to Revolution” is an 

exhibit at The Charlotte Museum of 

History that tells the story of the Piedmont 

backcountry’s role in the founding of 

the country. It includes 17 oil and acrylic 

paintings by Charlotte native and 

Ballantyne resident Dan Nance. 

The exhibit continues through June.  

Details: www.charlottemuseum.org.

Corporate Park  
Sponsors Events

Participate in National Walking Day on 

Wednesday, April 5, from noon to 1 p.m. 

at Brixham Tent in Ballantyne Corporate 

Park (BCP). A warm-up with YMCA 

trainers begins at 11:30 a.m.

BCP will stage its annual Earth Day 

community event on Thursday, April 20, 

from 11:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. at Brixham 

Tent. The event features music, food 

trucks, giveaways and more than 40 local 

vendors showcasing their sustainable 

efforts or green products. Free, secure 

shredding and e-cycling start at 7 a.m. 

Contact activities@bissellcompanies.com  

to learn more about vendor opportunities. 

The corporate park will hold a BCP 

Social Hour with drink specials, music and 

mingling at Brixham Tent on Thursday, 

May 4, from 4:30 p.m. to 7 p.m. 

Enjoy a free yoga class compliments of 

BCP at Sara’s YMCA on Thursday, May 11, 

from 5:30 p.m. to 7 p.m. at Knotts Green.
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Gallery Stages 

‘Transitions  

for Spring’
Charlotte Fine Art Gallery in 

Carmel Village Shoppes is staging 

its “Transitions for Spring” exhibit 

through Saturday, April 1. The display 

features pottery and paintings in 

spring shades of green, captured by 

artists represented by the gallery. 

Details: www.charlottefineart.com.
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The Artisan Handcrafted Classic Chain Collection

http://www.finks.com


The Golf 
Club at 
Ballantyne
To participate in special 

offers listed below, 

mention them when 

reserving tee times 

at 704-248-4383.

Mother’s Day: On  

May 14, moms play free 

with one paid round of 

golf at the daily rate.

Armed Forces Week: 

The Golf Club at 

Ballantyne offers half 

off the regular golf 

rate May 20-27. Golfers 

must present military 

identification upon arrival.

Spring Forward 
The Ballantyne Hotel & Lodge 

Enjoy a wide range of activities and events this spring at The Ballantyne Hotel & Lodge. 

Reservations are required for food and beverage events. Call 704-248-4100 to save your spot.

Tastings
Gallery Restaurant will 

offer monthly tastings on 

Fridays at 6:30 p.m. with 

complementing small 

plates. Enjoy “A Toast to 

St. Patrick” on March 17. 

Cost: $50 per person.

St. Patrick’s Day
Celebrate at Gallery Restaurant with 

corned beef, smoked butter potatoes, 

braised cabbage and Irish porter cake 

for dessert. Gallery Bar will have dessert 

and drink specials. Gallery Restaurant's 

Tasting that evening will feature “A Toast 

to St. Patrick” at $50 per person.

Whiskey 
Club
The Whiskey Club of 

Ballantyne will explore 

the nuances of whiskies 

in Gallery Restaurant 

on Fridays from 6:30 

p.m. to 8 p.m. Monthly 

events include: “Utah’s 

Whiskey History” on 

March 21, “Become a 

Master Bourbon Blender 

with Woodford Reserve” 

on April 28 and a virtual 

reality “Untamed Islay 

Experience” on May 26. 

Cost: $65 per person. 

(includes small plates).

Special Teas
• Very British Tea, March 8-11

• Easter Tea, April 12-15

• Mother's Day Tea, May 10-13

Cost: $45 adults,  

$25 children, ages 5-12

Spring 
Brunches

Celebrate with an 

elaborate buffet on 

Easter, April 16, and 

Mother’s Day, May 14, 

from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. 

Cost: $85 per person; $35 

for children, ages 5-12, 

and complimentary for 

children ages 4 and under 

(tax and 23 percent 

service charge extra).

Afternoon 
Tea
Tea is served Wednesday 

through Saturday from  

1 p.m. to 4 p.m. year-round. 

Cost: $40 for adults, $20 

for children, ages 5-12.
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Specia l iz ing in  Ar t ist ic  Fi l lers  +

I njec tables,  L iquid Face L i f ts ,  

L iquid Neck L i f ts ,  Luncht ime L i f ts ,  

Custom Facia l  Sculpt ing,

Lasers,  Peels ,  etc.

Our job is  to get
you compliments!  

Pr ivate  Bout ique Prac t ice

Bal lant yne Char lotte

www.beautifycharlotte.com

980-237-1627

Complimentar y  

Consultat ions.

Come Meet  Our  

Al l  Female  Staff
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Biz Buzz 
Company news and announcements

1  Radiology Video  
Wins Regional Emmy
Greyhawk Films won a regional 

Emmy for its public service video, 

“Charlotte Radiology: Screening 

Saves,” from the Nashville/MidSouth 

Chapter of the National Academy 

of Television Arts and Sciences.

The five-minute video features the 

experiences of 14 women whose lives 

were saved by early cancer detection 

because of screening mammography. 

The video has been viewed on YouTube 

and distributed across the country 

by Charlotte Radiology — which has 

a Ballantyne office — to breast can-

cer awareness groups and physicians. 

Details: www.charlotteradiology.com. 

2  RadixBay Wins  
Tech Award
RadixBay, an IT consulting firm head-

quartered in Ballantyne Corporate Park, 

won the 2016 Corporate Impact Award 

at the NC Tech Awards, North Caro-

lina’s only statewide technology awards 

program. Info: www.radixbay.com.

3  Business Bash  
Celebrates 10th Year
The annual Ballantyne Business Bash is 

celebrating its 10th anniversary on Thurs-

day, June 1, from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. in Bal-

lantyne Corporate Park at Brixham Tent. 

Last year more than 500 people 

attended the event, which featured 

restaurant samples, information and 

giveaways from corporate sponsors. 

Tickets will be on sale at Morrison Family 

Y in advance for $10, as well as online 

and at the event. Info: www.charlotte-

chamber.com/ballantynechapter.com.

4  Staybridge Suites 
Completes Renovation
Staybridge Suites Charlotte Ballantyne 

has unveiled an extensive renovation 

that upgraded all guest suites with new 

furniture, drapes, linens, stainless steel 

appliances and carpet. The hotel also has 

new carpeting and lighting in hallways. 

Info: www.staybridgeballantyne.com.

3

4

1 2

P
h

o
to

 b
y
 H

a
y
le

y
 L

a
w

re
n

c
e

B
A

L
L

A
N

T
Y
N

E
 S

P
R

I
N

G
 2

0
1
7

20

W
ir

e

http://www.radixBay.com
http://www.charlotteradiology.com
http://www.radixbay.com
http://chamber.com/ballantynechapter.com
http://www.staybridgeballantyne.com


Local Bank Welcomes 
New Personnel

Carolina Premier Bank, headquartered 

in Ballantyne, recently welcomed two 

new Small Business Administration 

development officers. Tim Haley 

will cover the Charlotte market, and 

Gaurang "Greg" Gala will focus on the 

Raleigh area. In addition, Maria Kramer 

has joined the bank as a deposit 

business development officer, and 

Angel Neelands has been hired  

as Rock Hill branch manager. Info: 

www.carolinapremierbank.com.

Home Lender  
Chooses Ballantyne 

eLEND, a division of American  

Financial Resources Inc., has opened 

its first regional home mortgage  

office at 13850 Ballantyne Corporate 

Place, Suite 250. Brendan Carlson, re-

gional sales manager, is responsible for 

daily operations. Info: www.elend.com. 

Local Chamber  
Hosts Luncheons
The Ballantyne Chapter of the Char-

lotte Chamber of Commerce will hold 

Thursday luncheon meetings this 

spring on March 2, April 6 and May 4 

at Ballantyne Country Club. Luncheons 

are from 11:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. Register 

at www.charlottechamber.com/events. 

The fee is $25 in advance and $30 at 

the door subject to a wait list. 

Practice Relocates 
to Corporate Park
Southeast Psych recently moved its 

Blakeney office to 15720 Brixham 

Hill Avenue, Suite 150, in Ballantyne 

Corporate Park. Info: 704-970-4791 or 

www.southeastpsych.com. 

New Apartments  
Now Leasing

Solis Ballantyne, a new apartment 

complex located at 9550 Community 

Commons Lane (across from the Mor-

rison Family Y) is now open. Ameni-

ties include a saltwater pool, two club 

rooms, a yoga room and fitness center. 

Solis offers a variety of floor plans that 

feature stainless steel appliances, wood-

grain textured floors and granite coun-

tertops. Info: www.solisballantyne.com.

Cleveland 
Construction

Commercial Builder 
Opens Locally

Ohio-based Cleveland Construction 

Inc. has opened a regional office 

at 14825 Ballantyne Village Way to 

support $3 billion in construction 

projects planned in Charlotte. 

Currently, 14 employees work out 

of the Charlotte office, and the 

firm plans to hire 12 more people 

over the next six months, including 

a client development manager, 

project managers, superintendents 

and administrative support. 

Over the last decade, Cleveland  

Construction has completed $150  

million in Charlotte projects, including 

the Hyatt Place Hotel uptown.  

Info: www.clevelandconstruction.com.

BCC Offers 
Corporate 
Memberships

Ballantyne Country Club (BCC), which 

celebrated 20 years in 2016, is now 

offering corporate memberships.

The club features a golf course 

designed by Rees Jones, an award-

winning junior golf program, 

a clay court tennis facility and 

an aquatics program, which 

includes adult lap swimming.

To learn more about corporate 

memberships, you may attend an  

open house and tour provided 

by the club this spring. Info: 

Emily Burgholzer, director of 

sales, 704-544-1404, ext. 401.

Tim Haley

Maria Kramer

Gaurang Gala

Angel Neelands
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Charlotte Latin School is an independent,  
non-sectarian, coeducational,  

college-preparatory day school for students in  
transitional kindergarten through twelfth grade. 

Financial assistance is available. Please inquire about the  
Malone Scholarship for gifted students in Grades 7-12.

9502 Providence Road, Charlotte, NC  28277  •  704.846.7207
www.charlottelatin.org/visit

$25 Tans

BLAKENEY SHOPPING CENTER

9852 Rea Rd. Suite F2

Ph. 704-299-6612 l E. Info@botanicaltans.com

By Appointment Only

The Only HEATED Spray Tanning Experience.

100% Natural & Botanically Blended

Book Online at BotanicalTans.com

New Client Offer!

THANK YOU FOR MAKING US THE #1 RATED

EYE C
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Career Close-up

Celebrating kudos and opportunities

Kennardo Holder

Kelsea Moore

Heath Franklin Melissa York

RENEW A HEALTHY GLOW 

THIS SPRING
GO DEEPER THAN A “FACIAL”

$25 OFF
SPRING SPECIAL

SCHEDULE A COMPLIMENTARY CONSULTATION  

FOR YOUR CUSTOMIZED TREATMENT

Ballantyne Office
12611 N. Community House Rd.

704.544.8200

dermatologypracticenc.com

ADVANCED SKIN-RESURFACING 

TREATMENT WITH PRECISION-TIMED 

SERUM INFUSION

Bissell Hires Moore  
for Digital Role

Kelsea Moore has 

joined Bissell to 

manage all digital 

communications  

for Ballantyne Cor-

porate Park,  

including a dedi-

cated community 

website for tenants,  

www.goballantyne.com. Prior to joining 

Bissell, Moore worked at the YMCA 

as electronic marketing coordinator.

Executive Chef  
Joins Hotel & Lodge
The Ballantyne Hotel & Lodge wel-

comes Executive 

Chef Kennardo 

Holder, who has 

nearly 17 years of 

experience work-

ing at Ritz-Carlton 

properties, most 

recently as ex-

ecutive chef at The 

Ritz-Carlton New York, Westchester.

Olin Addresses 
Networking Group
Ballantyne Briefings, a local networking 

group, will meet Tuesday, April 

25, from 5 p.m. to 7 p.m. at Aloft 

Charlotte Ballantyne. Matt Olin, host 

of CreativeMornings/CLT will discuss 

“The Power of Connections.” Details: 

Allen Starrett ars@starrettlawfirm.com 

or www.fb.me/ballantynebriefings. 

Allen Tate Co.  
Adds Associates

Associates Heath Franklin and 

Melissa York have joined the 

Ballantyne office of Allen Tate Co. 

Contact them at 704-541-6200.
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The Reverend Father

Todd R. Dill

Rector

www.saintmargarets.net

President of Helen Adams International Realty
NC/SC Realtor/Broker 

International Real Estate Advisor

Anna@Hairealty.com
www.annarohdeyuan.com

Quality Assured Real Estate Service around the world 
Buying, Selling, and Relocating!

In Ballantyne, Carolinas, and Beyond

• US
• UK
• Germany
• China
• Japan
• South Korea
• Singapore
• Taiwan

15235-J John J Delaney Drive
Charlotte, NC 28277

Learn to

Meditate FREE

Tuesday Evenings at 6:45 pm
7810 Ballantyne Commons Pkwy, #300 

Questions? Contact Faith (704)-995-5041
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Younger Set 
Spotlighting our kids

1  Students Help 
Weave ‘Time Capsule’
To commemorate the 10th anniver-

sary of Elon Park Elementary, stu-

dents have collaborated with Victo-

ria Sowers of Sandy Creek Weavers 

in Rocky Mount, North Carolina, to 

produce a Fabric Time Capsule. 

Two 9-foot-long weavings/tapestries 

have been created on a 300-year-old 

loom, with each child weaving into 

the capsule a special item represent-

ing his or her interests and talents. 

The project — funded by the Arts and 

Science Council and the school's PTO 

— will be displayed at the school.

2  Pradhan Installs  
PC Labs in Nepal
Ardrey Kell High sophomore Avideep 

Pradhan and his father, Abin Pradhan, 

a native of Nepal, recently partnered 

to supply computers and an interac-

tive digital curriculum to technologi-

cally disadvantaged elementary and 

middle school students in Kathmandu.

Avideep funded his project, “eBlack-

board,” with $950 of his savings, which his 

father matched to purchase the equip-

ment — which added back-up power sup-

plies, monitors and keyboards to create 

a system that can run on solar power. 

When Avideep and his fam-

ily arrived in Nepal last summer, two 

nonprofits helped them install com-

puter labs in a pair of schools. 

Avideep and his father are now 

planning to install computer labs in five 

more schools in remote Nepal. Info and 

donations: www.eblackboard.org. 

3  Commander Makes 
Surprise School Visit 
Navy Commander Bob Ramos and his 

wife, Toni, recently surprised their chil-

dren, Desmond and Vivian, when Bob 

returned from deployment in Kabul, Af-

ghanistan, and appeared at a flag presen-

tation ceremony at the children’s school, 

Elon Park Elementary. Bob also used the 

occasion to ask Toni to marry him again. 

4  TV Show Features 
Treehouse Library 
The Omni Montessori School in Bal-

lantyne was featured on Animal 

Planet’s “Treehouse Masters” show 

in January to document the creation 

of the only known library treehouse 

on a school campus in the nation. 

The Owl’s Nest Treehouse, as 

the library is called, was a gift from 

a generous, longtime family of 

Omni Montessori School and built 

by Nelson Treehouse and Supply. 

Info: www.omni-montessori.org.
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15 minutes from the Ballantyne
area and I-485 

1401 MillBridge Parkway
Waxhaw, NC 28173

millbridge-nc.com

At the intersection of small town living and big city convenience is 

an amenities-packed community on 900 acres of tree-lined streets 

in Waxhaw. You see, at Millbridge, you buy more than a house. 

You gain a lifestyle of community engagement, lifelong learning, 

entertainment, and a full time Lifestyle Director to help you arrange 

all the fun. Nature parks and trails are just steps off  the beaten path, 

while the resort-style amenities make you feel like you’re on vacation 

year-round. When you want quick access to the city, no problem. 

Minutes away are top-notch schools, high-end offi  ce parks and some 

of the best retail and restaurants around!  

Select the perfect home 

for your family from the 

$270s to the $600s from 

our four builders ranging 

in square footage from 

2,109 – 4,448+.

mihomes.com

http://millbridge-nc.com
http://mihomes.com


Breakfast Shop 
Now Serving

Rise Biscuits and Donuts has opened 

in the Ballantyne Town Center next to 

City Barbeque and Walgreens. Rise 

serves biscuits and donuts from 7 a.m. 

to 2 p.m. every day, as well as locally 

roasted coffee, juices and milk. Biscuits 

feature fillings such as country ham, 

bacon, sausage, fried chicken, cheeses, 

eggs and fried eggplant “bacon.” 

Details: www.risebiscuitsdonuts.com. 

Pet Facility Opens  
in Indian Trail

Pack Pet Resort is now open in Indian 

Trail, serving clients in Weddington 

and Ballantyne. Pack Pet Resort of-

fers indoor and outdoor play areas, 

suites for cats and dogs, a groom-

ing salon and a training room with 

classes. Info: 704-839-0580.

Waverly Signs 
Tenants, Opens Stores

Crosland Southeast and Childress 

Klein announced that Mainstream 

Boutique, a women’s clothing store, 

and Source1Phones, which sells 

and repairs mobile phones, tablets, 

MacBooks and other products, have 

signed leases at the Waverly de-

velopment near the intersection of 

Providence and Ardrey Kell roads. 

In addition, Starbucks will build a 

freestanding, 2,300-square-foot store 

at the southeastern corner of Provi-

dence Road and Golf Links Drive. 

Meanwhile, ULTA Beauty prod-

ucts, Chuy’s restaurant, Mattress Firm, 

Chick fil-A and Panera Bread are 

now open. Whole Foods and Ted's 

Montana Grill are slated to open this 

spring. Details: www.waverlyclt.com. 

Firm Offers  
Child-Related Services 

College Nannies + Sitters + Tutors  

is now open in Ballantyne.  

It is a child-care firm that specializes  

in providing reliable sitters 

personalized to a family’s needs. 

Details: 843-751-4370 or email  

ballantynenc@collegenannies.com.

All-Day Breakfast  
Spot Opens

Hazelnuts Crêperie, a restaurant serv-

ing breakfast all day, along with sweet 

and savory crepes for lunch, din-

ner and dessert, recently opened its 

first standalone Charlotte location in 

Blakeney. Vegetarian and gluten-free 

versions are available. One of Yelp’s 

2016 Top 50 Places to Eat in Charlotte, 

the eatery is open Monday to Saturday 

8 a.m. to 9 p.m. and Sunday 8 a.m. to  

6 p.m. Info: 980-339-7661. 

Openings 
New things to check out

Pet Training Company Now in Carolinas
DogSmith, a business committed to humane pet training and care, has awarded 

its DogSmith license for the greater Charlotte area, including Ballantyne, to Mariah 

Hinds, a certified dog trainer. She is the first DogSmith licensee in the Carolinas. 

Reach her at 321-946-1035. 
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Get our 3-Bed, 2-Bath, 
4-Door, V-6 discount.

1103161.1 State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company, State Farm Indemnity Company, Bloomington, IL

When you have a State Farm® car and a State Farm home, get ready to drive around 

with a big, money-saving State Farm smile. 

GET TO A BETTER STATE.™

CALL ME TODAY.

Put auto and home together for hundreds in savings.Wil Brooks, Agent

12610 N. Community House Rd.

Charlotte, NC  28277

Toll Free: 844-868-8451

wil@wilbrooks.com

Mon-Fri 8:30am to 5:30pm    

Evenings and Sat. by appt.

Your               

We’ll take care of the rest.

Helping families resolve 
their divorce and custody 
matters with ease. 

Call 704-842-9566  |  mcilveenfamilylaw.com

Wings.

Spread
I would like to personally thank you for allowing me to 

serve you and your families since 1998.

Thanks to your support, we have been able to invest 
back into our schools, assist organizations with 
fundraising efforts and help our non-profit partners 
improve our local community.

I recognize that you have many restaurant choices in 

Ballantyne and appreciate each and every one of you 

choosing Chick-fil-A Stonecrest as your home Chick-fil-A.

Beckie Johnston, Operator

Chick-fil-A Stonecrest at Piper Glen

Chick-fil-A.com

Beckie

THANK YOU

Stonecrest at Piper Glen
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Sweet Charities 
Lending a helping hand

Amy Eberhardt

21

3

4

1  Ballantyne Relay  
for Life June 2
The American Cancer Society will hold 

its 5th Annual Ballantyne Relay for Life 

starting at 6 p.m. on Friday, June 2, at 

Ardrey Kell High School. Participants 

will camp out near the school’s track 

with the goal of keeping at least one 

team member on the track or path at all 

times throughout the evening. Details: 

www.relayforlifeofballantyne.org.  

Eberhardt Vies for 
Woman of the Year

Amy Eberhardt, a 

Ballantyne resident 

who is a 20-year 

survivor of non-

Hodgkin’s Lym-

phoma, is running 

for the Charlotte 

chapter of the 

Leukemia and 

Lymphoma Soci-

ety’s 2017 Woman of the Year. The Man 

and Woman of the Year campaign, 

which runs from Thursday, March 23, to 

Saturday, June 3, recognizes the man 

and woman who have raised the most 

money during that time. Info: www.

mwoy.org/pages/nc/clt17/aeberhardt.

2  Gingerbread Lane 
Sets Donation Record
The Ballantyne Hotel & Lodge raised 

more than $10,500 to benefit Levine 

Children’s Hospital during its signature 

holiday event, a display of homemade 

gingerbread creations at the hotel. 

Out of 45 entrants, Mariam Phil-

lips, Dao Nguyen and Doug Mellen won 

the People’s Choice Award for their 

“Snowman School.” Attendees voted 

for their favorite creations with a mini-

mum donation of $1 to the hospital. 

Corporate Park 
Shares the Warmth
Ballantyne Corporate Park and its 

community partners collected more 

than 1,680 coats to benefit Steve’s 

Coats for Kids during the Share the 

Warmth Coat Drive in early January.

3  Blood Drive Raises 
Awareness of HLH
Carlo Martinez, a partner in Hawthorne’s 

New York Pizza and Bar, and his wife, 

Shirley Martinez, co-manager of the 

restaurant’s location at Robinson Farm in 

Ballantyne, recently held a blood drive to 

honor the memory of their daughter, Izzy. 

Izzy was a 16-year-old Butler High student 

who fell ill last year from a rare immune dis-

ease, hemophagocytic lymphohistiocytosis, 

or HLH, and passed away 13 days later. 

The couple are now collecting 

donations for a Butler scholarship 

in Izzy's honor. To donate or help: 

shirley@hawthornespizza.com. 

Teen Reach Partners  
with Hornets
Teen Reach, a nonprofit founded by 

Ballantyne resident Lisa Thornton, will 

hold a Spirit Day and Teen Showcase in 

partnership with the Charlotte Hornets on 

Sunday, March 26. The Teen Reach mis-

sion is to inspire youth by loving, serving 

and respecting themselves and others.

Tickets must be purchased through 

Teen Reach. Info: www.teenreach.us. 

4  City Barbeque  
Aids Food Rescue 

City Barbeque hosted its first charitable 

Pass the Pigs competition to support Food 

Rescue, a nonprofit that helps organize 

logistics for restaurants and other food-

service providers to deliver food to local 

food banks. Details: www.citybbq.com. 
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ARE NOW IN BALLANTYNE!

best dang

BISCUITS &  DONUTS

RANKED AMONG BEST BISCUITS IN THE U.S.  BY FOOD & WINE MAGAZINE

OPEN

7AM-2PM

DAILY

Ballantyne Town Center

11212 Providence Rd. W.

risebiscuitsdonuts.com

/riseballantyne

704.333.6686    ls3p.com

in welcoming

joins

CALL 704-752-9292 FOR MORE 

DETAILS OR JUST COME ON BY.

 13024 Ballantyne Corporate Place, Suite 100
Charlotte, NC 28277

1.00%
APY

INTRODUCTORY RATE

**

WHEN YOU OPEN A BUSINESS 

MONEY MARKET ACCOUNT.

(Yep, it’s that simple)

**RATE INFORMATION
 Annual Percentage Yield is abbreviated as "APY". A fixed, 90 days 
introductory APY is available for new money to the bank for new 
Business Money Market account holders on balances from $1,000 through 
$500,000.00. The 90 days introductory APY for balances from $1,000 
through $500,000.00 is 1.00%, with a corresponding interest rate of 
1.00%.The amount in excess of $500,000 will earn the standard tiered 
Business Money Market rates. Minimum opening deposit of $1,000.00. 
At our discretion, we may change the interest rates for this account. After 
the promotional rate expires, the interest rate will be the same we offer
on standard tiered Business Money Market accounts. Current rates are 
listed below. Fees may reduce earnings. 

                                             Interest Rate   APY
Balances Through  $999.99         .0000%       .00%
$1,000.00-         $4,999.99        .1000%       .10%
$5,000.00-      $99,999.99     .1500%       .15%
$100,000.00-     $249,999.99   .2500%       .25%
Balances Over     $249,999.99   .3500%       .35%

This account is only available to businesses located in the following 
geographic areas: Charlotte-Mecklenburg MSA, including Mecklenburg 
and Union counties in NC, York, Lancaster and Cherokee Counties in SC, 
and all adjoining counties; Greenville-Spartanburg-Anderson MSA, 
including Pickens County, and all adjoining counties. No Brokered or 
Institutional funds. The interest rate(s) and annual percentage yield(s) 
are accurate as of 12/28/2016. If you would like more current rate and 
yield information, please call us at (704) 752-9292. The interest rates 
and annual percentage yields may change at any time. 
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FA C E S

Fascinating Figures
Meet Three Local Business People

Photos by Ray Sepesy

F
aces introduces you to people 
who make Ballantyne lively 
and interesting. In this edition,  

meet Tim McCleary, Qian Zhang and 
David Foster.
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What is your favorite 

Ballantyne-area 

restaurant?

I absolutely love Miro 

(Spanish Grille). Our 

family has had so many 

great memories there. 

What is your  

dream vacation?

Touring Europe and finishing 

it off in France with a little 

Côtes du Rhône wine. I would 

also really like to attend the 

24 Hours of Le Mans car race.

What is your favorite 

outdoor activity?

Anything near water — 

fishing, boating, enjoying a 

nice walk on the beach or just 

being near an ocean or lake.

What is currently 

your favorite song?

“I Lived” by One Republic. 

The music video associated 

with that song was so 

touching. Watching that 

amazing person (a cystic 

fibrosis survivor) overcome 

so many different obstacles 

is very inspiring. 

What is your favorite thing 

about living in Ballantyne?

We’ve lived in Ballantyne 

for 16 years. We absolutely 

love the accessibility 

to the great variety of 

shopping, restaurants and 

entertainment. It’s a beautiful 

area with great people and a 

terrific place to raise a family.

What is the last book 

that you read?

“The 21 Irrefutable Laws of 

Leadership” by John Maxwell. 

What’s your business 

philosophy?

It’s pretty simple, but 

for me, it’s always been 

the Golden Rule. 

David 
Foster
Birthplace:  
Trumbull,  

Connecticut

Job:

General Manager,  

Hendrick Porsche 
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Do you live in Ballantyne?

I live in Plaza Midwood. I 

came to Charlotte (as well 

as the USA) nearly two 

years ago. When I was in 

China, I owned a language 

teaching school and was 

also a part-time tour guide. 

Why did you decide to 

open a food truck?

The reason why I started 

cooking dumplings and other 

Chinese food is because I 

missed my hometown (in the 

Sichuan province of China).

Tell us more  

about Sichuan.

My hometown is the home 

base of giant pandas and 

spicy food. Hot pot is really 

famous in my hometown.

How did you learn 

to cook?

I learned cooking from my 

grandma and also from my 

friend when I was in primary 

school. I (also) read cook 

books and the internet. But 

I can only make Sichuan 

food, which is famous for 

its spice and greasiness.

Do you have any pets?

We have a Labrador 

called Meimei.

What do you eat 

for breakfast?

We normally eat noodles 

and steam buns and 

warm soy milk.

How do you spend 

your free time?

Yoga. I work 6½ days of 

the week so I don’t really 

have lots of free time. 

Editor’s Note: The Dumpling  

Lady serves weekly at  

Ballantyne Corporate Park. 

Visit www.goballantyne.com  

for the schedule.

Qian 
Zhang
Birthplace:

Neijiang, Sichuan, China

Job:

Owner,  

The Dumpling Lady 

food truck
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What do you like most 

about your job?

I love helping organizations 

make real change within 

their culture — and the way 

employees’ faces light up 

during our sessions when they 

realize they own the change.

Do you live in Ballantyne?

Yes. I moved with my family 

to Ballantyne from Newtown, 

Connecticut, in January 2015.

What did you want to be 

when you were a kid?

A cinematographer, 

working on feature films.

How do you stay organized? 

Everything goes into my 

calendar. I love that my 

next appointment shows 

up on my Apple watch!

Do you have pets? 

Yes, two gray tabbies named 

Rafa and Riley that we rescued 

as abandoned kittens. Rafa 

is the only cat I’ve ever met 

who thinks he’s a dog.

What are you reading now?

“The Experience Economy.”

What charitable 

organization is important 

to you and why?

A Child’s Place. It exists to help 

children of homeless families 

stay in school where they 

are safe, fed and educated.

Share something that 

someone would never 

guess about you. 

I was once a commercial 

photographer in Toronto 

and LA — creating images 

for everyone from fashion 

designers and Disney 

actors to “The Tonight 

Show” with Johnny Carson 

and later Jay Leno. 

Tim 
McCleary
Birthplace:

Toronto

Job: Founder  

and Managing  

Director, The  

Involvement  

Practice
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• Newly renovated clubhouse

• Rees Jones designed golf course

• Full service tennis facilities

• Private golf outings

• Year-round children’s activities

• Resort-style cabana pool & bar

• State-of-the-art practice & clinic facility

• Meeting & event space

• 24-hour fi tness center

• Complimentary child watch

Experience all that Ballantyne Country Club has to offer.

704 544 1404  |  ballantyneclub.com

You’re
  Invited

http://ballantyneclub.com


http://allentate.luxuryportfolio.com


Nothing beats the luxury of quality time spent with good 
friends. At Allen Tate, we understand that your home is 
more than a dwelling; it’s a blank canvas upon which you 
create lasting memories.

So whether you’re hosting craft cocktails for 40,
a sumptuous brunch for eight, or a light supper for 
just the two of you, celebrate the good life you 
truly deserve.

For more information, call 1-866-743-1101 
or visit allentate.luxuryportfolio.com.

This is luxury. This is Allen Tate.

Host

http://allentate.luxuryportfolio.com


Parent 
Prep

➜
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Readying  
Yourself  
for Your  
Child  
to Enter 
College

By Vanessa Infanzon

I
f you Google “preparing for 

college,” a vast number of 

links appear. The articles 

and resources offer advice to 

high school students about 

transitioning to college. 

Unfortunately, the parents 

of these college-bound 

students aren’t provided 

with the same amount of 

guidance. Parents are left to 

figure out on their own how 

to deal with the transition. 

Many Ballantyne parents are 

getting ready to send their child 

to college this fall. Parents 

may be unsure how best to 

cope with these changes while 

being a support to their son or 

daughter. Here are five tips to 

help parents make the most 

out of the changes ahead.

➜
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Find  
quality  

time.

   Tip 1

➜

40

B
A

L
L

A
N

T
Y
N

E
 S

P
R

I
N

G
 2

0
1
7

F
e
a
t
u
r
e



For most parents, the years have 

flown by quickly. Suddenly your child 

is leaving home for college and your 

“baby” is making decisions about 

classes, majors and roommates. 

Parents want to yell, “Slow down!” 

Mecklenburg County Commis-

sioner Trevor Fuller and his wife, 

Camille Davidson, are Ballantyne 

residents preparing to send their 

son, Jackson, to college this fall. 

Davidson, a lawyer and professor, 

has reorganized her usual summer 

schedule to include more family 

time. “For summer 2017, I want 

to spend time with my family,” she 

says. “Even if it is weekend trips or 

just a movie down at StoneCrest or 

Ballantyne Village — it is downtime.”

The Shoppes At Ardrey Kell

16615 Lancaster Hwy, Suite 103

www.infinitysaltrooms.com

info@infinitysaltrooms.com

Call for our introductory offer

(704) 541-3555

• Asthma

• Allergies

• Bronchitis

• COPD

• Cystic fibrosis

• Ear infections

• Eczema

• Pneumonia (post acute)

• Promotes post surgery healing

• Throat (tonsils/adenoids)

• Anxiety

• Decreased lung capacity

• Clearing inhaled particles

• Inflammation

Breathe Easier
 Halotherapy (dry salt therapy) offers assistance in

providing relief for symptoms of:

Quick Tip
Fill a jar with things the family 

wants to do and pull out one 

idea a week and go do it.

The Fuller Family: Jackson,  
Trevor, Schuyler and Camille.
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Malak Jewelers
The Diamond Specialists

- since 1980 -



Colleges and universities are in 

the business of providing students 

with the support they need to suc-

ceed. Knowing about and using such 

resources are up to the student. 

Dr. John Downey, dean of students 

at Queens University of Charlotte, is 

a resident in the Ballantyne com-

munity. He recommends that parents 

become knowledgeable by learning 

about what the college has to offer in 

terms of career counseling, academic 

advising, tutoring and wellness pro-

grams. “The No. 1 resource the stu-

dent is going to use is you — and you 

are a great resource,” says Downey. 

The automatic response for 

most parents is to rescue their 

child from problems. “You should 

empower the student to try first 

because that is part of the learning 

process,” Downey says. He sug-

gests, for example, helping your 

child make a list of questions to ask 

a faculty member and then role-play 

how to approach the situation.

Be a  
resource.

   Tip 2

➜

Quick Tip
Attend parent orientation, even if this 

is your fifth child going off to school. 

B
A

L
L

A
N

T
Y
N

E
 S

P
R

I
N

G
 2

0
1
7

43

F
e
a
t
u
r
e



Stay in 
touch.

   Tip 3

➜

Quick Tip
Send an inspiring photo or message to your child 

on a regular basis. Surprise them with snail mail.

With so many options for communication, 

it seems parents couldn’t possibly lose touch 

with their child. But parents still worry. Like 

any mother, Camille Davidson has concerns 

about sending her son away to college. “I do 

worry that he won’t call,” she says. “The inde-

pendence that comes with college may mean 

that he does not check in with his father or 

me when we want him to or expect him to.”

Jay Ostendarp and his wife, Angie, are par-

ents to two college students and one senior at 

Charlotte Catholic High School. Jay’s experi-

ence communicating with his son and daughter 

while they are away at college has been pleas-

antly surprising. He and Angie receive a text or 

a request to Facetime every other day during the 

week. “They are never too far away from you,” 

Jay says. “They are really only a Facetime away.”

The Ostendarp family: Angie,  
Jay, Alec, Jamie and Erin.
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http://ballantynebusinesscenter.com


 

* Custom Interior Plantation Shutters

* Signature Shutters

* Blinds & Shades

* Certified Hunter Douglas Dealer

*  Exterior Shutters

the louver shop
of greater charlotte

Tracy Barwick Delgado

Locally owned and operated
thelouvershopofgc@outlook.com

call tracy: (704) 763-3311
 Email: jo@butterworth.net ◆ View Homes at www.JoButterworth.com

Call: 704.267.3643 

H E L E N  A D A M S  R E A L T Y

Sales and Listing Leader

◆ Broker, Licensed in NC and SC

◆ 16 years of commitment to client advocacy and    
   professional excellence for Charlotte area home  
   buyers and home sellers.

◆ Skilled negotiator, educator, and mediator.

◆ Corporate and individual relocation professional.

◆ Personal service and prompt accessibility.

15235-J, John J Delaney Drive 
Charlotte, NC 28277

Enjoy 
‘me’ time.

   Tip 4

➜

After 18 years of child-focused time, it can be 

hard to redirect your attention from dance recit-

als, field hockey games and soccer playoffs to 

yourself. With his extra time, Jay sings and plays 

guitar in a local band, Dead Man’s Banjo. Last 

summer, the band was featured in Ballantyne 

Village’s weekly concert series. Jay has embraced 

his newfound time to practice and perform, and 

as long as his kids are happy, he is happy. 

Quick Tip
Re-evaluate how you want to spend 

your extra time. Volunteer? Start a 

hobby? Begin an exercise program?

Since two of his children have gone 

to college, Jay Ostendarp (red hat) 

has had more time for playing guitar 

with Dead Man’s Banjo, a local band.
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Schedule A Tour Today!

St. Matthew

Catholic School

Start With Us.

Faith & Service     iPads & Technology

Learning Support     Student Council     Choir

Newspaper     Art     Junior Achievement

Exploration     Discovery     Cooperation

TK - 5th Grade

Now Enrolling!

stmattwildcats.com

704.544.2070

stmattwildcats

Charlotte Catholic

High School

Stay With Us.

gocchs.com

704.543.1127

Faith & Mission Trips     College Counseling

100% Graduation Rate     AP & Honors

Mac laptops     Engineering     Graphic Design

Economics     Costume Design     Psychology

Band     Theater     Marketing     Athletics

Schedule A Tour Today!

Now Enrolling!

gocchs
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Quick Tip
Go old school and make a memory 

book with special photos from the 

past 18 years. Be sure to include the 

ones from the first day at college!

Take  
in the  

moment.

   Tip 5

➜

“My No. 1 piece of advice is 

to remember you have prepared 

your child for this moment,” says 

Downey, the dean at Queens. 

Going away to college is the 

symbolic moment for growing up.

Camille Davidson knows that 

she and her husband have been 

working toward this for their son’s 

entire life. “I have to step back and 

say, ‘We have prepared you for this. 

You know who you are,’” she says. 

“I have taught him to make good 

choices. We have given him the 

foundation. As a mom, I just have 

to remind myself over and over.” 
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School’s IN for 
Summer!

Nearly 200 programs from June 5–August 4

REGISTER TODAY!

Information and registration at www.ProvidenceDay.org/SummerPrograms
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A knife steadied the Holy Cow Burger on its trip from the kitchen to the table.
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FA B  FA R E

Rooftop Repose
Brazwells Serves Up Sunset Views, Eclectic Menu

By Amy Rogers  |   Photos by Ray Sepesy 

W
hen you time it just right 

and settle into a seat 

on the rooftop patio at 

Brazwells Premium Pub, you can catch 

one of the season’s prettiest sights: the 

sun setting each evening between the 

city’s buildings.

Brazwells is a unique place. It’s the 

only sports bar in Ballantyne with its 

own urban-style rooftop, in addition 

to a lively dining room and relax-

ing patio. It captures many different 

moods — mellow and serene as friends 

gather at the end of a workday, but 

also energetic and fun when fans meet 

to cheer on their favorite teams. It’s a 

popular spot for business meetings and 

networking over happy-hour libations, 

and it draws families with kids who 

play lively games of Jenga while their 

parents sip sangria.

Versatile Kitchen

The menu is eclectic. The Holy 

Cow Burger nearly defies gravity as it 

towers over hand-cut fries on the plate. 

It consists of two eight-ounce patties, 

stacked with provolone and cheddar 

cheeses, tomato, bacon, peppers, on-

ion rings and condiments that include 

house-made bacon jam. A helpful knife 

inserted vertically holds the burger 

together on its trip from the kitchen to 

the table. Among other beef selections, 

rib-eye steak makes for an extra-tender 

steak teriyaki with jasmine rice.

Sesame tuna is seared and glazed 

to perfection, then sliced and artfully 

arranged with bright green broccolini. 

Seasonal salads are abundant, and 

the kitchen is happy to accommodate 

What'll You Have?
Check out these popular  

choices at Brazwells.

Sesame tuna  

with broccolini Sangria

Steak teriyaki  

with jasmine rice

A "Ballantyne 

Mule" 
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requests for vegetarian, vegan or 

gluten-free dishes.

Warm weather calls for cool 

cocktails, such as a Ballantyne 

Mule made with grapefruit vodka, 

lime juice and ginger beer. At 

brunch on Saturday and Sunday, 

it’s hard to resist $2 mimosas and 

the expansive build-your-own 

bloody mary bar; you can even 

order a “slider” sandwich as a gar-

nish. In addition to a good list of 

wines and beers, Brazwells offers 

a nice selection of red, white and 

sparkling wines.

Brazwells is part of the Bottle 

Cap Group. The Ballantyne loca-

tion is one of four that include 

Montford Drive in Charlotte, 

downtown Greenville, South 

Carolina, and Lake Norman, 

north of Charlotte, due to open 

soon. Chef Matt Bauwin oversees 

menu development at all four.

Weekend Tunes

Local musician Rod Fiske 

entertains on Friday evenings 

in Ballantyne, and a late-night 

DJ kicks things up a notch on 

Saturdays. A dozen chairs cluster 

around a central “Friendship 

Table” for solo diners or for those 

who want to strike up conversa-

tions. Don’t be alarmed at the 

table cards promoting Sunday 

“SIN Nights”; that’s an acronym 

for nights set aside for people in 

the restaurant service industry to 

unwind together. 

Guests can make reservations 

for the main dining room and pa-

tio, but the rooftop is first come, 

first served. Some office workers 

in the area have been known to 

leave their desks a bit early when 

the weather is nice to head over 

to Brazwells. They want to make 

sure that they’ve got something 

refreshing in a glass and some-

thing tasty on the table as they 

watch the day end and a beautiful 

Ballantyne evening begin.704.542.2325

Spring   for 
A New Smile!

Sheila Gordon-Holt, DDS

S P A N I S H  S P E A K I N G  D E N T I S T

Committed to making an impact in our patients dental health, 

Holt Family Dentistry delivers exceptional high-tech dentistry 

in a relaxed, family-friendly atmosphere. Our diverse and 

dedicated staff collaborates as a team to surpass expectations, 

putting patients at ease and earning their trust. We look 

forward to having you become a part of our dental family.

12105 Copper Way Suite 200, Charlotte, NC 28277    •   www.holtfamilydentistry.com
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http://oasispoolsplus.com


LOCAL FASHION POPS

S
howcasing spring’s 

hottest fashions 

from Ballantyne-area 

stores, we took to the streets 

with model and Ardrey Kell 

High grad Olivia Pires. 

From casual vibe to eclectic 

glam, she goes with the flow. 

Work, live, play, stay and shop 

in Ballantyne — Pires shows 

us how to do it in style. 

SPRING'S
PALETTE

Photography: Mark Hanson, assistant Jonathan Hamela  

Styling: Whitley Adkins Hamlin Hair, Makeup: Heather Hawkins Modeling: Olivia Pires, Directions USA 
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| STAY |
Shot at The Ballantyne 

Hotel & Lodge

Tucker Silk Butterfly Print 

Silk Blouse, Nouveaux, $80; 

Brown Suede Wrap Skirt by 

LUSH, K-la, $62; Collier Bag 

in Glovetan, Douglas Rose, 

www.douglasrose.co,  

$985; Bahnar Necklace,  

Piet Jac Designs,  

www.pietjacdesigns.com, 

$240; Coach Sandals 

(stylist’s own); Chan 

Luu Sparkle Earrings, 

LA East, $42; Quay 

Sunglasses, LA East, $44
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| PLAY |
Shot at Aloft 

Charlotte Ballantyne.

Maeve Sleeveless Mustard 

Top, Nouveaux, $45; Red 

Banana Republic Maxi Skirt, 

Nouveaux, $34; Blue Ombre 

Tommy Bahama Maxi Skirt, 

Nouveaux, $52; Rodarte 

Crossed Embossed Lucite Heel 

Sandals (stylist’s own); Prada 

Chain Clutch, Nouveaux, $475; 

Cobalt Blue Resin Necklace, 

GoldKloth, $49; Cowboy Belt, 

LA East, $70; Melvin Pom Pom 

Earrings, The Cheeky Bean, 

$110; Silver Cuff, K-la, $22; 

Virgin, Saints & Angels Ring, 

LA East, $115; Ring with Large 

Purple Stone, K-la, $18 
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| PLAY |
Shot at Aloft 

Charlotte Ballantyne

Jill Stuart Red Strapless Dress, 

Nouveaux, $140; Turquoise 

Beaded Earrings, The Cheeky 

Bean, $32; Gigi New York 

Chelsea Bag with Detachable 

Strap, GoldKloth, $175; 

Genuine Turquoise Ria  

Cuff, eb jewelry studio,  

www.ebjewelrystudio.com, 

$90; Vintage Embroidered Belt 

(stylist’s own); Virgin, Saints & 

Angels Ring, LA East, $115 
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Jeff Genant Agency 

15105 John J. Delaney Drive

Charlotte, NC 28277

(704) 594-3000    www.InsuranceJeff.com

For our Google reviews and more

information search:

Jeff Genant Agency - State Farm

Jeff Genant Agency - State Farm

Jeff Genant Agency 

Providing Insurance

and Financial Services

Licensed in NC & SC

MIX &  
MINGLE
AT ALOFT CHARLOTTE BALLANTYNE

Add some pizzazz to your bridal showers, birthdays, 
anniversary events, girls’ nights out, and more. Our  
W XYZ® bar is the perfect place for your guests to meet,  
mix, and mingle over cocktails at your next event.

Learn more at aloftcharlotteballantyne.com

Aloft Charlotte Ballantyne

13139 Ballantyne Corporate Place

Charlotte, NC 28277

704 247 2305 • aloftcharlotteballantyne.com

W XYZ
®

 bar • Fast & free WiFi •  

Splash pool • Re:charge
SM

 gym & more

©2017 Starwood Hotels & Resorts Worldwide, Inc. All Rights Reserved. Aloft and  
its logos are the trademarks of Starwood Hotels & Resorts Worldwide, Inc., or its affiliates. 
For full terms and conditions, visit aloftcharlotteballantyne.com
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Special promotions valid until 5.31.17, and may not be combined. Must mention 

this ad to receive special. Individual results vary. Other restrictions may apply.
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FACE  |   SKIN  |   BODY  |   SOUL

BETTER technology
FASTER results

25
%

Off
SculpSure

®

Non-Invasive 
Fat Reduction

In as little as 25 minutes
SculpSure can help you lose stubborn 
fat on the abdomen & love handles.

Sculpt Your 
Way to Summer!

CriswellandCriswell.com  704.754.8813
SouthPark & Ballantyne

http://CriswellandCriswell.com


| LIVE |
Shot at a Ballantyne Country 

Club home represented 

by Helen Adams Realtor® 

Christine Hotham

DO+BE Pullover Top, LA East, 

$42.50; Hudson White Skinny 

Denim, The Cheeky Bean, 

$155; Gold Wishbone Earrings, 

Kristin Hayes Jewelry,  

www.kristinhayesjewelry.com, 

$80; Araminta Jewelry  

Multi-Tassel Necklace, LA 

East, $94; Virgin, Saints & 

Angels Ring, LA East, $115
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| LIVE |
Shot at a Ballantyne Country 

Club home represented 

by Helen Adams Realtor® 

Christine Hotham

Amuse Society Ivory Lace  

Maxi Dress, LA East, $110; 

Hands High Designs Tassel 

Necklace, LA East, $94; 

Babydoll Lace Hat, The Cheeky 

Bean, $24; Wishbone Earrings, 

Kristin Hayes Jewelry,  

www.kristinhayesjewelry.com, 

$80; Virgin, Saints & Angels 

Ring (right hand), LA East, 

$115; Multi-Layer Ring (left 

hand), K-la, $29
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| WORK |
Shot at SPX Flow

Tibi Cotton Skirt, Nouveaux, 

$75; White Tie Neck Sleeveless 

Blouse, The Cheeky Bean, $44; 

Dior Green Ostrich Leather 

Handle Top Purse, Nouveaux, 

$2,650; Electric Blue Pumps, 

J.Crew (stylist’s own)
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BUILD
YOUR
FUTURE
WITH
US

BUILD-TO-SUIT OPTIONS

FROM 160,000 SF TO 1 MILLION SF 

IN BALLANTYNE CORPORATE PARK

Envision your ideal Class A office space customized to your 

company’s needs. Capitalize on Ballantyne’s convenient location, 

which is in the heart of Charlotte’s highest concentration of 

college educated employees and offers easy access to the area’s 

abundant amenities, including dining, retail, award-winning 

hotels, on-campus medical offices and wellness options.

For more information, call 704.248.2071

or visit ballantynecorporate.com.

http://ballantynecorporate.com


| SHOP |
Shot at SPX Flow

Young, Fabulous and Broke 

Tie-Dye Dress, LA East, $136; 

Gap 1969 Denim Jacket, Gap, 

$69.95; Perforated Cream 

Backpack by Christian Lacroix, 

K-la, $54; Ray-Ban Aviator 

Classic Polarized Sunglasses, 

$200, www.ray-ban.com; Milo 

& Finn Jewelry Cross Necklace, 

LA East, $82; Julio Mixed 

Metals Cross Earrings, LA East, 

$36; Punch Vintage Bracelet, 

LA East, $52; Virgin, Saints & 

Angels Ring, LA East, $115; Ring 

with Large Blue Stone, K-la, $18
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goodshomefurnishings.com  

Famous Luxury Brands  •  Design Services Available  •  Special Orders  •  Custom Fabrics  •  Locally Owned & Operated

Let’s spend some time together

 Pineville-Charlotte NC • 11735 Carolina Place Parkway • Phone 704.910.4045 • Mon - Sat 10 am - 7 pm  Sun noon - 5 pm

Hickory NC • Hickory Furniture Mart • Phone 828.322.3471 • Mon - Sat 10 am - 6 pm  Closed Sunday

http://goodshomefurnishings.com
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I
t all started because of a series of 
snack snafus on the soccer field  

and at church. 
Dan Rutledge was coaching his 

kids’ soccer team and trying to get 
a snack assignment list organized. 
“I did it in Microsoft Word and had 
people sign up on a paper print out 
of it,” he recalls. “Some moms were 
switching, and a few times no one 
remembered … I had stuck the list in 
my soccer bag … and I didn’t know 
where it went.”

EZ
 ORGANIZING

Snafus Spur Ballantyne  
Residents to Offer  

SignUpGenius

By Michelle Boudin 

Photos by Ray Sepesy
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It all started because of 

a series of snack snafus 

on the soccer field and 

at church. Dan Rutledge 

was coaching his kids’ 

soccer team and trying to 

get a snack assignment 

list organized.

Angel and Dan 

Rutledge run 

the Ballantyne-

based business, 

SignUpGenius.
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Dan, who moved to Ballantyne 
with his wife, Angel, in 2005, 
says, “There were multiple weeks 
the kids had no snacks and would 
look across the field and see the 
other team enjoying brownies.”

Angel remembers a church 
Sunday School party around the 
same time where they split the 
class by the alphabet and messed 
that up, too. “We got to the party 
and everyone had brought two 
liters of Diet Coke and chips and 
salsa. And that’s it,” she says.

That got both of them think-
ing there had to be a better way. 

Employees at SignUpGenius not 

only run the web-based business 

they enjoy outings together.
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“We saw the need — we experienced 
the problem enough that we were 
motivated to do something, and Dan 
had the ability to do it,” Angel says.

At the time Dan was working with 
Michael Vadini at a technology ser-
vices company, and the two were 
looking for new projects. “I worked 
for 10 years developing products for 
other people and thought this could be 
automated in a way that could remind 
people and allow people to have one 
spot they could go to,” Dan says.

Founded in 2008

Together, the men founded 
SignUpGenius in 2008. It’s a website 
that literally helps people get organized. 
You create an online sign-up sheet, 
invite people and they sign up. 
SignUpGenius then sends reminders. 
“We replace the paper sign-up sheet 
that you would pass around or the 
‘reply all’ email you would send to 
organize the group,” Dan explains.

Blinds, Shutters, Shades, Draperies & More

Call Budget Blinds of Ballantyne for your FREE IN-HOME

Consultation and Estimate!

Each franchise is independently owned and operated.

Call 704-234-8430

25% OFF*
Select Signature Series Window Treatment

*Some restrictions may apply. Valid only with initial estimate. Must present this coupon for 
discount. Not valid with any other offer. One coupon per customer. Expires 4-30-17.

Child-Centered | Research-Based | Success-Oriented

charlotteprep.org  |  704-366-5994

"Charlotte Prep strengthened my academic

skills and nurtured my values. I learned to

work hard, be honest, kind, and always

persevere."

--8th Grade Graduate

Experience the Charlotte Prep difference.

Visit us today. 

“I thought 

this could be 

automated in a 

way that could 

remind people and 

allow people to 

have one spot 

they could go to.”

— Dan Rutledge
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Inquire today at 704 248 4391 or ahall@theballantynehotel.com.

Located at The Ballantyne Hotel   |   704 248 4100   |   gallery-restaurant.com

Experience Exceptional Group Dining for up to 50 Guests

The company started small. Dan and 
a part-time assistant managed the entire 
site until 2011 when Angel officially 
came on staff to help run things.

“I released the first version to family 
and friends and, of course, my soccer 
team and said, ‘Try this out,’” Dan re-
members. People liked it, and it started 
spreading. Someone on the soccer team 
would send it to someone at school. 
Then someone there would send it to a 
nonprofit, and it started gradually mov-
ing out. “Pretty soon,” Dan says, “I had 
someone emailing me from Texas saying 
they wanted it for their swim team.”

Dan, now CEO, co-owns the firm 
with Vadini. Angel is the chief operat-
ing officer and chief marketing officer. 
The firm has grown so fast it keeps 
relocating to new offices within the 
Ballantyne area, not far from the Rut-
ledges’ home. The company has been in 
Ballantyne Corporate Park since 2015.

SignUpGenius was named Small Tech 

Company of the Year at the NC Tech 

Awards in November.
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Angel says of the moves, “It’s 
actually been very purposeful be-
cause we have four kids, so every 
time we move the office we tell our 
broker this has to be the radius. It 
helps with the work-life balance.”

The Rutledge family grew almost 
as quickly and unexpectedly as their 
business. In 2007, they already had 
two kids, Kayla, now 17, and Zane, 
now 14. They adopted Angelyn, now 
16, and Henry, now 14, from Liberia. 

“We went from two kids to four kids 
the day they came home,” Angel says. 

And there are just three years 
separating all four kids. “It was 
pretty crazy at the time,” she 
says of adding to their family.

Adopting from Liberia
Dan and Angel had been talking 

about expanding their family for years 
when a group of families in the com-
munity adopted kids from Liberia. The 

“We wanted 

to expand our 

family through 

adoption, and 

we knew our 

kids would 

have people 

with similar 

backgrounds 

to them here in 

our community,” 

— Angel Rutledge

The Rutledge family grew almost as quickly and unexpectedly 

as their business. Parents Angie and Dan (center) had two 

children, Kayla (far left) and Zane (far right), when they 

adopted Henry and Angelyn from Liberia in 2007.
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2001 Cramer Circle, Indian Land, SC . Just 4 Miles South of Ballantyne . (855) 549.4359

FIRST MONTH FREE!

LUXURY APARTMENTS
IN INDIAN LAND

Now Leasing

TheIndigoSC.com
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story made “The Oprah Winfrey Show” 
because 14 Ballantyne area families 
adopted 33 kids from the same Libe-
rian orphanage.

“We basically decided we would 
adopt from Liberia, too, because we 
wanted to expand our family through 
adoption, and we knew our kids would 
have people with similar backgrounds 
to them here in our community,” An-
gel explains.

As their family grew, so did 
SignUpGenius. The company now 
averages eight to 12 million users 
per month and had a whopping 66 
million users in 2016. The Rutledges 
also now have 27 employees in their 
Ballantyne offices. 

They love being in Ballantyne Cor-
porate Park, even incorporating their 
“neighborhood” into the company’s 
fun. They recently did a scavenger 
hunt around the office buildings and 
took the whole crew to see the Star 
Wars movie at StoneCrest. SignUpGe-
nius was named Small Tech Company 
of the Year at the NC Tech Awards 
in November, and it just continues 
to grow.

“People ask me if I thought it was 
going to get big when I started? Yes, 
of course!” Dan says. “The reason you 
start it is because you think it’s going to 
get big. But it was a process of watch-
ing more and more people find us and 
getting excited when we had 10,000 
in a day on the site and then we had 
100,000 … then last year we had a 
million on the site in one day!”

But both Dan and Angel say the 
true measure of their business is the 
way SignUpGenius is helping people 
change the world for the better.

“I’ve been taking mission teams 
over to Liberia, and every time we 
go, we use the site to collect things 
for the kids: clothing, toothbrushes, 
soaps,” Angel says. “We tend to take 
more than 30 suitcases full of items 
all donated by people who sign up, 
thanks to the site. That’s been our 
mission (with the company) from the 
beginning — to empower people to 
change the world by making it simple 
to organize groups.” 

StoneCrest at Piper Glen   
7804 Rea Rd., Charlotte, NC 28277     

(704) 544-5355    www.smashburger.com
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An integrated approach to life helps working moms balance family, work and volunteerism.
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E X P E R T  D I R E C T

Life-Management Tips
How Working Moms Squeeze  

Volunteerism into Demanding Schedules

By Dawn Nacional and Cindy Baxter

“If it’s important, you’ll find a way. If it’s not, you’ll find an excuse.” 
  — entrepreneur Ryan Blair

B
alancing work, family and 
volunteerism can be super 
tricky if you don’t have an 

integrated life approach. What that 
means is learning how best to incor-
porate these important facets of your 
life, so that the overall experience is 
more enjoyable — and less stressful. 

Working moms often experience 
long conference calls, frequent busi-
ness trips, multiple family commit-
ments and various school activities 
— which makes volunteering for 
causes they are passionate about a 
challenge. So how do they manage?  

Eat Healthy 
and Exercise
To sustain this fast-
paced schedule, you 
must remember to care 
for your most important 

asset: YOU! This means eating healthy 
(less fatty and fried foods) and finding 
time to exercise both your body and 
mind. Perhaps take an early morning 
class at the gym or a long walk along the 
greenway — but why not invite a mom 
from your child’s school, a colleague at 
work or another volunteer you’re col-
laborating with to join you. You could 
use this time not only to increase your 
adrenaline but to learn more about 
what’s going on in the classroom, at work 
or with creative fundraising strategies.

Be the Queen of 
Multi-Tasking
Busy moms have a plethora of “to do” 
lists, and they are never just one or two 
items. It’s important that as soon as your 
child has a doctor’s appointment, or 

Friends Dawn Nacional 
and Cindy Baxter met 
through volunteering at 
St. Matthew Saturday 
Night, a fundraiser for 
St. Matthew Catholic 
School. This year they 
are co-chairing the event, 
to be held April 1 at The 
Ballantyne Hotel & Lodge.
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Local Expertise. Worldwide Recognition.

From a small boutique shop in Europe to more than 500 shops in the best locations around the 

world, we have delivered quality service and personal attention to the clients who have welcomed 

us. Wherever you fi nd beautiful properties, premium service, and extraordinary living, you will 

fi nd Engel & Völkers South Charlotte, the world leader in luxury real estate. Contact an experienced 

advisor today for all your real estate needs.

Engel & 

11220 Elm Lane · Suite 207 · Charlotte, NC 28277 · Phone +1 704-500-2266

.southcharlotte.evusa.com

©2016 Engel & Völkers. All rights reserved. Each brokerage independently owned and operated. Engel & Völkers and its independent License Partners are Equal Opportunity Employers and fully support the principles of  the Fair Housing Act.   

Bunny Turner

(704) 661-2602
bunny.turner@evusa.com

Jimmy Grappone

(980) 298-9385
jimmy.grappone@evusa.com

  Bill Cormier

(704) 771-9157
bill.cormier@evusa.com

Allison Duke

(704) 578-2323
allison.duke@evusa.com 

   Kristen Auten

(704) 218-9498
 kristen.auten@evusa.com

Luda Vaynshteyn

(704) 277-4140
luda.vaynshteyn@evusa.com

 Irma Delph

(704) 965-0981
irma.delph@evusa.com

Claire Riendeau

(704) 995-1635
claire.riendeau@evusa.com

Kelly Bost

(704) 526-6530
kelly.bost@evusa.com

Francine Freeman

(864) 465-1013
francine.freeman@evusa.com 

mailto:bunny.turner@evusa.com
mailto:jimmy.grappone@evusa.com
mailto:bill.cormier@evusa.com
mailto:allison.duke@evusa.com
mailto:kristen.auten@evusa.com
mailto:luda.vaynshteyn@evusa.com
mailto:irma.delph@evusa.com
mailto:claire.riendeau@evusa.com
mailto:kelly.bost@evusa.com
mailto:francine.freeman@evusa.com
mailto:info@southcharlotte.com
http://www.southcharlotte.evusa.com


Our most satisfied clients.

They’re the ones who

are never satisfied.

The discerning individuals who demand the very best in 

life choose Engel & Völkers for our competence, passion 

and exclusivity. We do more than provide excellent real 

estate brokerage services. We deliver excellence. And we 

do it with passion.

South Charlotte Office: 11220 Elm Lane · Suite 207 

. Trade Street · Unit 1C

Celebrating 15 years of full-time brokerage for local and 

national builders in the Charlotte area. My extensive 

knowledge will help guide you through the process of 

purchasing or building your new home. - Jami

Jami Prince

New Construction Specialist

Jami.Prince@evusa.com |  BuildInCharlotte.com

704-309-1208

you must bring in 
sprinkles for the 
school party, that you 
record the subject, 
time and location 
immediately in your calendar or set 
a reminder in the notes app on your 
phone. Otherwise, you likely won’t 
remember the “to do” again until the 
day, night or moment before it’s due. 
When you finally get to cross that 
item off your list, you’ll feel a tre-
mendous sense of accomplishment.

Light Two 
Candles with 
One Flame 
Most Fortune 500 
companies sup-

port philanthropy and volunteerism 
and allow their employees to vol-
unteer up to two hours a week with 
manager approval in advance. If 
your company is one of them, you 
should absolutely leverage this perk 
if it’s feasible in your current role. 
Additionally, some companies will 
give a grant to the nonprofit if the 
employee volunteers more than 50 
or 100 hours per year. Time, talent 
and treasure — a win for everyone!

Ask for Help
The most successful mothers at bal-
ancing their day-to-day lives are those 
who are willing to seek help when 
needed. These mothers may initially 
shy away from doing so because they 

have always been self-sufficient; 
however, the reward of “simply ask-
ing” is exponential. You will also be 
surprised at how quickly other moth-
ers are willing to help and offer their 
assistance and expertise. Of course, 

you will one day have 
the opportunity to 
reciprocate the favor 
by paying it forward. 

Dawn Nacional is a senior vice 

president and event director at 

Bank of America Merrill Lynch. 

Cindy Baxter is the creative 

director of upholstery at Sutter 

Street Manufacturing, a division 

of Williams-Sonoma Inc. 

The most successful mothers at balancing their day-to-day  

lives are those who are willing to seek help when needed.
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Shimmering  
Sands

Sanibel, Captiva and Fort Myers  

Offer Serenity, Superb Shelling

By Nan Bauroth

Photos courtesy of The Beaches of Fort Myers and Sanibel

O
n Sanibel Island, shops re-
ally do sell sea shells by the 
seashore. Ranked the No. 1  

shelling destination in the U.S. by 
Travel + Leisure magazine, Sanibel 
and neighboring island Captiva draw 
visitors year in and year out for the 
opportunity to collect a wealth of sea 
shells that wash up along the shim-
mering sands of the Gulf of Mexico. 

B
A

L
L

A
N

T
Y
N

E
 S

P
R

I
N

G
 2

0
1
7

E
s
c
a
p
e

80



B
A

L
L

A
N

T
Y
N

E
 S

P
R

I
N

G
 2

0
1
7

E
s
c
a
p
e

81



 “My family and I vacation 

in Fort Myers and Sanibel 

every year. We love it there.”

 — Amy Melvin

These two southwest Florida barrier islands, along with 
nearby Fort Myers, are popular with Ballantyne residents 
for their low-key lifestyle and pristine beaches. “I have gone 
to Captiva and Sanibel for over 30 years,” says Heather 
Dunegan, who lives near Ballantyne. “We are in love with 
that entire area, including nearby islands you reach by 
boat. We went in late October, and it was beautiful.” 

Amy Melvin, another Ballantyne-area resident, shares 
her enthusiasm. “My family and I vacation in Fort My-
ers and Sanibel every year. We love it there.” 

Beachcomber’s Heaven 

The unusual alignment of Sanibel’s southern shoreline and 
the northern tip of Captiva act as a natural net for 250 varieties 

Downtime to remember 

Heather Dunegan's children enjoy the Cabbage Key restaurant 

near Fort Myers, while shell hunters peruse the shores of Cayo 

Costa and a kayaker takes in the beauty of Hickey Creek.P
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Fort Myers, 

the mainland 

gateway to the 

islands, features 

one of the 

world's largest 

banyan trees.
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Although  

best known  

for shelling, 

Sanibel and 

Captiva  

also appeal  

to visitors 

for their  

laid-back 

lifestyle.
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SUNDAY - THURSDAY 11AM - 10PM

FRIDAY & SATURDAY 11AM - 11PM

Ć BALLANTYNE

  7804 REA ROAD  /  CHARLOTTE, NC 28277  /  980-498-7247

DAILY SPECIALSDAILY SPECIALSDAILY SPECIALS

MONDAY - FRIDAY
4PM - 6PM

HOUSE OYSTERS by the dozen $10
CHAR-BROILED OYSTERS $13
CHAMPAGNE $3  /  CRAFT DRAFT PINTS $4

SNOW CRAB CLUSTERS $32
1/2 PRICE BOTTLED WINE

SOUTHERN FRIED CHICKEN SANDWICH $11
PEARLZ SIGNATURE COCKTAILS $8

CHOWDER FRIES $10  /  HOUSE OYSTERS $1
OYSTER SHOOTERS $4

CIOPPINO SEAFOOD STEW $16
MIMOSAS $3  /  BLOODY MARYS $5SUN

MON

TUES

WED

THUR

HAPPY HOUR

of shells dislodged by storms 
from the floor of the gulf. The 
beachcomber’s paradise gives 
rise to the “Sanibel Stoop” or 
“Captiva Crouch,” the posture 
of visitors trolling the shoreline 
for conches, lightning whelks, 
colorful coquinas and brown-
speckled junonia, a prized find. 

Chris Stasinopoulos, a 
Ballantyne resident who 
visited Sanibel in December, 
says shelling was a high-

light of the trip. “We did island cow shelling by the light-
house,” he says of seeking cowrie shells. “The Holiday Inn 
on the beach where we stayed was very clean and nice.”

Christy Benoliet has visited Sanibel many times. “My fa-
vorite thing is to see the manatee at the marina in South 
Seas Plantation Resort on Captiva or to go shelling on Sani-
bel,” says the Ballantyne resident. Other diversions include 
the Sanibel Historical Village and Museum and J.N. “Ding” 
Darling National Wildlife Refuge, a top birding spot in the 
nation, where tours via foot, car or canoe are available.

Shelling to the max 

The unusual alignment of Sanibel’s southern shoreline 

and the northern tip of Captiva act as a natural net for  

250 varieties of shells.

Chris Stasinopoulos
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Offshore and deep-sea sport fishing are another big 
lure on Sanibel and Captiva, where teal blue waters near 
the shore feature tarpon, snapper, snook, redfish and 
Florida pompano, while the ocean beyond is prime grou-
per territory. A dozen artificial reefs and wrecks around 
the barrier islands provide intrigue for scuba divers.

Kicking Back
Although best known for shelling, Sanibel and Captiva also 

appeal to visitors for their laid-back lifestyle reminiscent of 
vintage Florida. Only one two-lane road runs through Sanibel, 
and it has no stoplights. Dotting the route are small shopping 
complexes, casual restaurants and mom-and-pop motels and 

Play time 

Local ambiance ranges from relaxing al fresco dining to 

spring training with the Boston Red Sox to colorful shops 

for exploration.

This area has something  

for everyone and offers  

a sanctuary from 

everyday cares.
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horizoneye.com

Why go out of your way, when South Charlotte 

has its own personal multi-specialty eye care 

center? Our Waverly location offers complete 

ophthalmology services including pediatrics, 

glaucoma, cataracts, cornea and retina. As well as 

the finest selection of optical and contact lenses.

For a convenient appointment,

visit horizoneye.com or call 704.365.0555.

11835 Southmore Dr., Charlotte NC 28277 

Across Providence Rd from Providence Country Club

Sometimes, 
better vision just 

comes to you

resorts. Once over the short bridge to Captiva, a quiet road 
winds along million-dollar properties, ending at a charming 
village of eateries and shops bounded by unspoiled beaches. 

Benoliet recommends staying at the Sundial Beach Resort 
& Spa or South Seas Plantation Resort. Other top choices 
are Casa Ybel Resort, Tween Waters Inn and Sanibel Har-
bour Marriott Resort and Spa. Foodie favorites include 
Sweet Melissa’s Cafe, The Mad Hatter, The Mucky Duck, 
Captiva Island Inn and the funky Bubble Room Restau-
rant, known for scrumptious desserts like Key lime pie. 

Fort Myers
As a gateway to Sanibel, Captiva and other remote islands of 

southwest Florida, Fort Myers also attracts Ballantyne residents. 
Norm and Lee Schmidt spent several weeks there last fall 
and returned in January for another five weeks. “The Hamp-
ton Inn on Colonial Boulevard was superb,” Lee reports. “We 
like the native pink shrimp at Pinchers, a seafood restaurant 
in the historic district, and Ford’s Garage, also in that area.”

While there, the Schmidts enjoyed Fort Myers Beach and 
touring the Edison & Ford Winter Estates. The site features an 
old-style riverfront home on 14 acres, laboratory and experi-
mental botanical gardens maintained as a tribute to one of the 
world’s inventive geniuses. A top selfie spot is a banyan tree 
given to Thomas Edison by Henry Ford in 1925 and now one 
of the largest of its species in the world. Next door sits “Man-

goes,” the winter retreat of 
automotive magnate Ford, 
who bought it in 1916 while 
visiting his friend Edison. 

Jen Lochte visits Fort Myers 
every summer. “We love it 
because the water is incred-
ibly crystal clear and the kids 
like to find sand dollars and 
starfish — which you must 
put back in the water,” says 
the Ballantyne resident. “The 
downtown boardwalk area is 
fun for the kids to walk around 
and has great restaurants. Dur-
ing summer, though, I would 
recommend staying along the 
water to catch the breeze.”

Spring Training
Fort Myers is a major spring training destination for 

fans of the Boston Red Sox and Minnesota Twins. JetBlue 
Park at Fenway South has replicated the manual score-
board and “Green Monster,” the high left field wall of 
Boston’s Fenway Park. The picturesque Hammond Sta-
dium, where the Twins hold preseason games, is modeled 
after Churchill Downs, with statuesque Royal Palms lin-
ing the entrance that leads to a waterfall fountain plaza. 

No matter the season, though, Ballantyne residents agree 
that the southwest shores of Florida are a delightful des-
tination, offering a sanctuary from everyday cares. 

Jen Lochte's daughter, 
Reese, found starfish  
at Fort Myers Beach.
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Francisco Montero commutes to work from Ballantyne to Dilworth on his electric bike.
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W H O  K N E W ?

Electric Ride
Adaptive, Motorized Bikes Increase Access to Cycling

By Jodi Werner Greenwald

M
otorists commuting from Bal-
lantyne to Uptown might notice 
Francisco Montero, 51, making 

the commute — on his bike. Mind you, it’s 
not any normal street bike. Montero rides a 
Felt BruHaul Cargo E-bike, or electric bike. 

“It’s super stable and safe, and the front-
wind fairing keeps me warm and dry when it 
rains,” Montero says.

As long as it’s 25 degrees or warmer 
outside, Montero — a master bicycle techni-
cian, fitter and coach who has worked at 
area bike shops and is co-owner of Charlotte 
Cycles in Midtown — bikes the 15 miles 
from his home near Kingsley View to Bike 
Gallery on Park Road, where he currently 
lends his skills. 

Montero says he has committed himself 
to making the approximately 40-minute ride 
as many days a week as possible and has al-
ready commuted 200 miles on his bike since 
purchasing it in October 2016 — even haul-
ing his 6-foot Christmas tree home on it. 

In “turbo” speed, Montero’s bike can 
go as fast as 28 mph, and he occupies 
the traffic lane on the road. He says 
he hasn’t had any issues with traffic 
or motorists.

With the electric assist, you don’t 
feel the hills, he says. “Once you get 
used to it, you’re flying.”

Montero’s bike has a Bosch 
350-watt electric pedal assist 
motor that can run up to 60 
miles on one charge. He says 
most commuters take their 
e-bikes on rides up to 10 
miles each way.

With specialty pedals, arm controls, seat 
backs and other modifications, e-bikes help 
increase riders’ stability and safety while 
removing limitations. Therefore, they appeal 
not only to commuters but also to seniors 
and anyone rehabilitating an injury or want-
ing to travel farther with less effort.

Cruisin’ in Sun City
Nancy from Sun City (she prefers going by 

her first name only) rides her Day 6 Patriot 
750 Crank Forward bike back and forth from 
her home to the clubhouse. She also takes 
it to the library, grocery store, doctor’s office 
and drug store. In the first six months of 
owning the bike, she too has already logged 
200 miles.

“It’s been totally awesome because I have 
the help I need getting up the hills, but I still 
get the exercise,” she says.

Nancy has arthritis and bursitis and broke 
her back last year. “I couldn’t really ride lean-
ing over. There was too much pressure on 

my shoulders,” she says. Her new bike 
is upright with a 16-inch seat and 
a seat back. “The handlebars come 

up and are fully adjustable, so I don’t 
have to bend over.” 

Easy Cycling

Nancy from Sun City has 

found her adaptive e-bike 

helps her get around 

despite physical challenges.

Photo courtesy of Nancy from Sun City B
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Local Nonprofit, Book
Special features like the ones on 

Nancy’s bike can be expensive. One 
Ballantyne mom is helping to raise 
money so that children with special 
needs can obtain adaptive bikes, which 
can cost $3,500.

Conni Branscom started the non-

profit Kyle’s Korner when she saw the 
joy on the face of her son, Kyle, when he 
received his adaptive bike. 

Kyle has Down Syndrome and a major 
heart condition. The family received his 
diagnoses before he was born, and his 
older sister wondered what he would 
and wouldn’t be able to do with his 
limitations. The family’s then-babysitter, 
Brooke Luckadoo Hicks, an Ardrey Kell 
High student at the time, wrote a story 
for her senior exit project to answer 
that question. 

This December, Conni, an assistant in 
the exceptional children’s program with 
Charlotte-Mecklenburg Schools, adapted 
that story into an illustrated children’s 
book printed by Warren Publishing. 
Proceeds from book sales help purchase 
adaptive bikes for children with spe-
cial needs.

“The fun part for Kyle is seeing friends 
riding their bikes in the neighborhood or 
at the park and he can join them,” Conni 
says. “Watching him ride with his siblings 
and other kids just proves he is more 
alike than different.”

For the Fun of It
Montero says he commutes by bike 

to train and to prove it can be done, but 
there’s one more motivation: “There’s a 
smile on my face the whole way there,” 
he says.

At the core of the electric and 
adaptive bike phenomenon is the 
sense of joy the bikes bring back to 
people’s lives.

“It’s fun again to ride a bicycle,” 
Montero says.  

To learn more about biking around 

Charlotte and general cycling 

trends, check out these websites:

www.weeklyrides.com

www.charlottenc.gov/transportation/

programs/pages/bicycle.aspx

www.cltspokespeople.org

www.sustaincharlotte.org

www.kyleskornerinc.org

www.autismcharlotte.org/ican-bike-camp

Proceeds from this book help buy 

adaptive bikes for kids with special needs.

The attorneys at the Olsinski Law Firm are dedicated to you. We are passionate about our jobs and 

our hard work will ensure that you will have a strong advocate by your side. Don’t go through it 

alone; choose the Olsinski Law Firm to be there for you as both your advocate and your advisor.

Child support. Spousal support.

CLIENT SUPPORT.

F A M I L Y  L A W  A T T O R N E Y S  • C R I M I N A L  D E F E N S E  • D W I  • I N J U R Y

T W O  O F F I C E S  S E R V I N G  B A L L A N T Y N E  A N D  T H E  G R E A T E R  C H A R L O T T E  A R E A

(704) 405-2580 | WWW.JCOLAW.COM
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The Charlotte Jewish Film 

Festival, a program of the 

Levine Jewish Community 

Center, showcased 13 films 

during February and early 

March in celebration of its 13th 

year. Nine screenings were held 

at Regal Ballantyne Village. 

Opening weekend Feb. 11-12 

was held at Temple Israel and 

included two Israeli films, 

a feature called “Women’s 

Balcony,” sponsored by the 

Charlotte Chapter of Hadassah, 

and a basketball documentary, 

“On the Map,” sponsored by 

Temple Israel and the Jewish 

Federation of Greater Charlotte 

and featuring an appearance 

by Tal Brody, one of the movie’s 

stars. Dessert receptions were 

held both nights.

1. Ellen Goldberg, Karen Turk, 
Heidi Rotberg, Hadas Kasher, 
Margie Sigal, Roz Cooper, 
Tami Bernat

2. Marissa Brooks, Gary Maniloff, 
Eileen Schwartz

3. Peter Blair, Jodi Greenwald, 
Jeff Turk

4. Paul Orland, Steve Wasser, 
Steve Lepow, Elaine and 
Michael Denenberg 

5. Rabbi Murray Ezring

6. Susan Kent, Linda Lepow, 
Amy Marx, Linda Wasser 

7. Sue Littauer

8. Tal Brody, Jason Stoogenke 

9. Susan Gundersheim, Larry and 
Dale Polsky, Kayla Piscatelli

10. Karen Maniloff, Elsa Safir 

11. Tal Brody with members of the 
Israeli national swim team 

12. Eric and Judy Laxer

S O C I A L  S E E N

Film Fest Celebrates 13 Years

Photos by Peter Safir
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The third annual Ballantyne 

Ball was held Feb. 11 at The 

Ballantyne Hotel & Lodge. The 

community celebration and 

masquerade ball included a 

cocktail hour, silent and live 

auctions, a sit-down dinner 

and dancing. 

Each year all proceeds 

benefit a local organization. 

This year’s recipient was 

Lily Pad Haven, which helps 

victims of human trafficking 

become survivors by offering 

safe homes, transitional care 

and support networks. The 

organization also provides 

community awareness 

and education. 

1. Svetlana Pavlova

2. Chris and Renee Hobart, 

Wheela and Corey Sunstrom

3. Derek and Kristy Buckowsky, 

Allen and Hillary Starrett, Geoff 

and Kirsten Wrinkle

4. Robert and Tiffany Schwandt

5. Andrew and Kara DeMarco

6. Ryan and Todd Bates

7. Mark and Cindy Dunn, 

Shannon and Mitch Sells

8. Leo Melish, Stephanie Kennedy, 

Pam and Sam Melish

9. Jeff and Amber Bragg

10. Doug and Leslie Gerard, 

Charisse and Larry Johnson, 

Lourdes Rodriguez, Morgan and 

Tim Lavender

S O C I A L  S E E N

Ballantyne Ball Aids Lily Pad
Photos by Hayley Lawrence
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Get your MBA at Wingate 
University Ballantyne
Wingate University Ballantyne offers an 

evening MBA program in Charlotte, NC that 

will fit your busy schedule. 
 • Evening Courses
  • Convenient
   • Affordable

WWW.WINGATE.EDU/BALLANTYNE
13024 Ballantyne Corporate Place • Suite 150 • Charlotte, NC 28277 • (980) 359-1020

Take your career to the next level.

P U T Y O U R B E S T

selfie forward!

14825 Ballantyne Village Way • Suite 280 • Charlotte NC 28277 • www.ballantynesmiles.com

CAROLINA DENTAL ARTS

Of Ballantyne Village

FREE
Take-Home Whitening Kit

New patients only. Upon completion of necessary treatment.

Mention this ad to redeem.

Welcoming New Patients

704.369.5200
Complete Dentistry for Adults & Children
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Allegro Foundation, which 

aids children with disabilities, 

honored Ambassador Ali 

Al-Hajri and his country of 

Qatar at the 8th Annual 

Ambassador’s Ball on Jan. 7 

at Quail Hollow Club. Guests 

enjoyed a formal dinner, silent 

and live auctions and dancing 

to music by the Peace and 

Love band. Businessman Felix 

Sabates hosted the event.

All proceeds from the 

Ambassador's Ball go to 

funding and expanding 

Allegro’s free movement-

education programs, which 

currently help more than 700 

children with disabilities in 

Charlotte and Fort Mill. 

1. Ali Al-Hajri, Felix Sabates

2. Richard Oliver, Al and 
Donna de Molina, Denmar 
Dixon, Ali Al-Hajri, 
Ellen Dixon

3. Children and teaching 
assistants in Allegro 
Foundation's program

4. Nick and Suzie Trivisonno, 
Ali Al-Hajri

5. Ambassador's Ball sponsors

6. Linda and Rex Welton

7. Guests of Fifth Third Bank

8. Tera and Jamie Black

9. Felix Sabates, Lin Johnson, 
Mikel Edwards

10. Kim Henderson, Bert Scott

11. U.S. Rep. Robert Pittenger

S O C I A L  S E E N

Ball Funds Children’s Programs
Photos by Daniel Costan
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Advertiser List

YOUR ESCAPE IS JUST MINUTES AWAY…

Offer valid Monday - Thursday until May 31, 2017* 
*Cannot be used with any other offers.

MENTION THIS AD AND RECEIVE

$10 OFF

BOOK YOUR APPOINTMENT TODAY AT

704 248 4141 OR WWW.SPABALLANTYNE.COM!

ONE SERVICE OF $100 OR MORE

Allen Tate Co. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .36, 37

Aloft Charlotte Ballantyne  . . . . . . . . . . . . 58

Anna Rohde Yuan, Helen Adams 

International Realty . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 24

Aten & Garofalo Dentistry . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4

Ballantyne Business Center  . . . . . . . . . . . 45

Ballantyne Commons East . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5

Ballantyne Corporate Park . . . . . . . . . . . . 63

Ballantyne Country Club . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 35

Ballantyne Jewelers . . . Inside Front Cover

Ballantyne Village . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .49

Botanical Tans . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 22

Budget Blinds of Ballantyne . . . . . . . . . . . 70

Camp Bow Wow . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 24

Carolina Dental Arts . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 93

Carolina Neurosurgery  

& Spine Associates . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3

Carolina Premier Bank . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .30

Carolinas Vision Group  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 22

Charlotte Catholic High School . . . . . . . . 47

Charlotte Latin School . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 22

Charlotte Preparatory School  . . . . . . . . . 70

Chick-fil-A at StoneCrest . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 28

Cool Renewal Spa . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 14

Cottingham Chalk Hayes Realtors® . . . . . . 9

Criswell & Criswell Plastic Surgery  . . . . . 59

Danica Little Law. . . . . . .Inside Back Cover

Dermatology Practice  

of the Carolinas . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 23

Diamonds Direct . . . . . . . . . . . . .Back Cover

Dickens Mitchener . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1

Discount Listing Team, 

Wohlford & Speer . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 52

Elevation Church . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 73

Engel & Völkers . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 78

Fink’s Jewelers . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 17

Gallery Restaurant  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 71

Get Spiffy . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 74

Good’s Home Furnishings . . . . . . . . . . . . . 65

Helen Adams Realty . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7

HM Properties  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 11

Holt Family Dentistry . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 52

Horizon Eye Care  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 87

Infinity Salt Rooms . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 41

Jami Prince, Engel & Völkers  . . . . . . . . . . 79

Jeff Genant, State Farm. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 58

Jo Butterworth,  

Helen Adams Realty . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .46

LS3P Associates . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .30

Malak Jewelers . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 42
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Providence Day School . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .49

Rise Biscuits and Donuts . . . . . . . . . . . . . .30
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Written Legacy
Simple Notes, Letters Enrich the Human Spirit

By Matt Olin and Jodi Werner Greenwald  |  Photo by Ray Sepesy

What was it like growing up as 

the “dreamer” in your family?

I think being the dreamer was 
a direct result of being the middle 
child. Thinking outside the box 
was a necessity early in life. Find-
ing creative ways to stand out and 
express one’s self is essential for 
everyone. The middle child learns 
to do it a little earlier than most.

What's been most challeng-

ing about creating your book, 

“A Life through Letters”?

Making sure that I captured 
the spirit in which my father 
wrote his original letters. That 
was ever present in my work. It 
was such an honor to posthu-
mously co-write with my father, 
and I wanted to get it right.

How did you keep yourself 

motivated and accountable 

to see this project through? 
I had worked on the project 

starting in early 2013. Then in 
January 2015 I simply decided 
that was the year I was publish-
ing the book. I picked a date 
and would not let myself stop 
until it was completed. I would 
often think of the struggles my 
father had in his life due to 
his physical limitations. That 
always kept me motivated.

How do you want your 

book to make others feel?

I hope this book inspires 

people to connect. We all have 
people in our lives with whom 
we should be in touch. A simple 
note or letter has such a tre-
mendous impact on the human 
spirit. Emails can be deleted in a 
fraction of a second. As I say in 
the book, letters can last a lifetime 
— and sometimes beyond.

Where are favorite spots in 

Ballantyne to get inspired?

Rush espresso, hands down. 
I spent a tremendous amount 
of time there while working 
on the book. It is where I go 
to write, connect and create. 
Paul and Jenny have done an 
amazing job of creating a space 
that feels like a community.

Anything else to share? 
I see letter writing as a way to 

preserve one’s legacy. One of the 
very fortunate by-products of this 
project is that I now have a living, 
breathing tribute to my father and 
our entire family from which my 
two little boys can learn. I would 
encourage everyone to take the 
time to capture that same legacy 
and put their own stamp on it. 

FOR MORE INFORMATION

http://www.alifethroughletters.com 

https://creativemornings.com/cities/clt 

Ballantyne author Ashley 
Davis found inspiration in 
his father’s handwritten 
letters and published them 
in a curated collection. 
In our first Creative 
Spark — a collaboration 
with Matt Olin and the 
CreativeMornings/CLT 
team — Davis shares with 
us the joys and challenges 
of his creative process.

B
A

L
L

A
N

T
Y
N

E
 S

P
R

I
N

G
 2

0
1
7

96

C
re

a
ti

v
e
 S

p
a
rk

http://www.alifethroughletters.com
https://creativemornings.com/cities/clt
http://www.alifethroughletters.com
https://creativemornings.com/cities/clt


http://www.danicalittlelaw.com


TM

http://www.diamondsdirect.com

	BAL_991
	BAL_992
	BAL_1
	BAL_2
	BAL_3
	BAL_4
	BAL_5
	BAL_6
	BAL_7
	BAL_8
	BAL_9
	BAL_10
	BAL_11
	BAL_12
	BAL_13
	BAL_14
	BAL_15
	BAL_16
	BAL_17
	BAL_18
	BAL_19
	BAL_20
	BAL_21
	BAL_22
	BAL_23
	BAL_24
	BAL_25
	BAL_26
	BAL_27
	BAL_28
	BAL_29
	BAL_30
	BAL_31
	BAL_32
	BAL_33
	BAL_34
	BAL_35
	BAL_36
	BAL_37
	BAL_38
	BAL_39
	BAL_40
	BAL_41
	BAL_42
	BAL_43
	BAL_44
	BAL_45
	BAL_46
	BAL_47
	BAL_48
	BAL_49
	BAL_50
	BAL_51
	BAL_52
	BAL_53
	BAL_54
	BAL_56
	BAL_57
	BAL_58
	BAL_59
	BAL_60
	BAL_61
	BAL_62
	BAL_63
	BAL_64
	BAL_65
	BAL_66
	BAL_67
	BAL_68
	BAL_69
	BAL_70
	BAL_71
	BAL_72
	BAL_73
	BAL_74
	BAL_75
	BAL_76
	BAL_77
	BAL_78
	BAL_79
	BAL_80
	BAL_81
	BAL_82
	BAL_83
	BAL_84
	BAL_85
	BAL_86
	BAL_87
	BAL_88
	BAL_89
	BAL_91
	BAL_92
	BAL_93
	BAL_94
	BAL_95
	BAL_96
	BAL_993
	BAL_994

